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THEODORE PARKER: 


THE GOOD AND EVIL IN HIS OPINIONS AND INFLUENCE, 


A DISCOURSE DELIVERED IN THE BROMFIELD-STREET CHURCH, 
BOSTON, MASS., SUNDAY EVENING, JUNE 3, 1860. 


By WILLIAM FAIRFIELD WARREN. 


DISCOURSE. 


CurisT1AN Frmnps: The bell which summons us 
together this evening swings not in a Boston steeple. 
The mufiléd tollings to which you timed your foot- 
steps as you came up hither, came from far—they 
issued from a storied campanile of Italy. Floating © 
to us over sea and ocean, they have lost the harsh 
metallic clangor of the belfry and melted into music, 
soft, subduing. Even so let now all other tongues, 
which choose to signalize the exit of the departed, 
chasten their cold and ringing utterance into gentle- 
ness and truth. 

The fact that an immortal being has gone up from 
the busy habitations of men to stand in the presence 
of the great God, there to be allotted some new 
sphere of existence, with new and strange and endless 
activities and passivities—this one fact would seem 
enough to arrest the attention of a universe. This, 
however, is not the fact which gives such interest to 
this hour—not the fact which has drawn this assem- 


10 THEODORE PARKER. THE GOOD AND EVIL 


bly together. Such facts are momently transpiring 3 
and we are therefore forced to husband up our emo- 
tion, curiosity, and speculative interest to expend 
upon such striking and important celestial translations 
as come within the sphere-limits of our own interests, 
sympathies, and friendships. Such a translation has 
marked the month now closed. 

It was afar off; but distance is only one of the 
circumstances lending a heightened, and even roman- 
tic, interest to the event. The merest lounger on the 
Lungo ? Arno would have felt a momentary interest 
excited in his sluggish soul could he have been told, 
as that little vailed and draped funeral-train bore 
Parker’s corse to the Campo Santo, “There goes a 
stranger to his rest, four thousand miles from home.” 
There is an air of touching romance about the death 
of any pilgrim on any foreign shore. How much 
more when such a pilgrim dies in such a clime! It 
is a son of rugged, cold New England dying in the 
sunny clime of Italy; it is the poor farmer-boy of 
Lexington ending his wanderings, his struggles, 
labors, life in beautiful, classical Florence. 

How choice a place and time to die! there, in 
that sweet basin through which the classic Arno. 
winds its way, the sanctuary of Art, the theater of 
Europe’s Renaissance, the home of the Medici, the 
city of proud republican traditions, of present beauty 
and promise. What a grand Nebo does Fiesole’s 
ancient head afford from which to gaze over into the 
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unknown land! What sweet breezes are those of 
Bellosguardo to cool a dying brow! Stands not 
Galileo’s astronomic tower there still, from which to 
reconnoiter heaven? Whocould ask a prouder burial 
than to be laid under the same hallowed soil which 
covers the dust of Michael Angelo, Machiavelli, 
Galileo, Guicciardini, Alfieri, Aretino ? 

And then the time, beautiful May! How sweet 
and fresh and life-giving seemed those swelling hill- 
sides! how bloomed those matchless gardens! how 
gently played the zephyrs of spring! Cathedral and 
chapel even are full of green trees and festooned 
flowers, for it is Mary’s festival. Bewildered birds, 
losing themselves in the green groves under the lofty 
church arches, pour forth their riotous joy in holy 
places, unmindful of ostiarius or beadle. How the 
gay fountains dance and sparkle in the shimmering 
sun! How rare a time to spread the couch for a 
peaceful death! Nothing around so much as whispers 
of the great natural and moral disturbances of the 
world. The rumbling earthquakes are all hushed ; 
winter’s ruin is hid beneath a wealthier robe of 
beauty ; the storms of revolution which beat and rage 
around Sicilia’s ancient coast are all unheard. Quiet, 
charming, musical Tuscany—joyful, May-clad, eman- 
cipated Tuscany—spreads out her lap, and in it hushes 
her weary, fainting, foreign lover to his slumbers. 

But not yet have we reached the feature of this 
late event which gives it interest through the world. 
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It is not because of death’s inherent solemnity, nor be- 
cause of this death’s peculiar romance, that the nation 
pauses, even in the midst of political turmoils and 
“‘ Anniversary Week” excitements, to discuss the 
recent news from Florence. Other men die; other 
sons of New England have had the honors of Italian 
burials. Why, then, are we here? 

I answer: The death of Theodore, Parker is the 
cessation of one of the great forces of the moral and 
immoral culture of the American people, and hence 
is an event of social, political, and religious interest 
to every American citizen. I have invited you in 
hither, not with a design to inform you what disposi- 
tion the world’s great Judge has made of his soul; 
not to felicitate the American Churches upon the sud- 
den removal of the great gainsayer ; not to intone a 
jubilant Ze Dewm over the end of a heretic; but to 
tell you in all candor what I think of the reputation, 
opinions, and influence of the fallen teacher. I am 
aware of the delicacy of the task. I expect to dis- 
please both friends and foes. I expose myself and 
my motives to misconstruction, and perhaps shall not 
succeed even in saying what I really mean. But, 
while realizing all this, I deem the closure of Theo- 
dore Parker’s lips an event of too great importance, 
an event too nearly and deeply affecting the interests 
ot American Christianity, to be suffered to pass un- 
noticed. Should any be disposed to remind me that 
“of the dead good only is to be spoken,” I would 
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simply say, such was not the maxim of him of whom 
we speak. While yet the eyes of the nation were 
wet with the tears called forth by Webster’s death, 
Theodore Parker stood up to utter his estimate of the 
good and evil wrought by that great man. I do but 
follow his example. 

My acquaintance with Mr. Parker was partly 
epistolary, partly personal. How it began I do not 
remember. It was never particularly cultivated on 
either side. He always left the latch-string out for 
me, but never drew me into unsolicited intimacy. 
My acquaintance was sufficient to give me insight 
into the man’s character, yet not enough to blind and 
prejudice me. I was always thankful that he never 
seemed to try to lay me under obligation. He would, 
indeed, sometimes give me a handful of recent ser- 
mons or lectures, but always with the open under- 
standing that the communication of his views was as 
great a pleasure to him as their reception could be to 
me. I have eaten salt with him, but only “ Attic 
salt.” Accordingly, though I fully agree with the 
writer who declares that “the next most atrocious 
thing to flaying a man alive is to Glfillanize him,” 
that is, insinuate yourself into his society and confi- 
dence to get material for public tattle, I do not feel 
at all fettered in my utterance to-night by any of 
those obligations which personal kindness and hospi- 
tality ought always to beget. The only obligation of 
this sort of which I am conscious, is that I am under 
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to him for his kind consideration, if such it was, in 
leaving me thus free. 

The influence of Mr. Parker and of his writings 
upon my mind was never very great. As my acquaint- 
ance with his writings was prior in point of time to 
my acquaintance with the man, I will first speak of 
them. 

I was living in a southern city, almost within hear- 
ing of the beating surf of the Mexican Gulf, when 
various discourses of Mr. Parker fell into my hands. 
For months I had been laboring under speculative 
difficulties, which I felt must be settled before I could 
ever lay the foundation and carry up the structure of 
an intelligent and satisfactory faith. I was more 
than a thousand miles from any relative or tried 
friend ; completely emancipated from all home and 
educational associations; dependent upon none for 
livelihood or preferment; entirely free to form and 
adjust my views of religion, society, and life accord- 
ing to my own convictions. I think I had a little of 
that foolish ambition, which few young men wholly es- 
cape, to use this liberty, and “think for myself.” At 
any rate did use it. It was in the midst of my conse- 
quent perplexity and strain of mind that I perused 
Mr. Parker’s discourses, actually predisposed in his 
favor, and hoping to be helped to relief. But I found 
none: why, I hardly knew then, though I have seen 
since. As I look back now upon my painful struggles 
in that distant city, I can see that my difficulty was a 
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purely speculative one. It involved the determina- 
tion of the question, What is the ultimate ground of 
scientific certitude? Parker, of course, gave me no 
answer to that: question. JI was determined to accept 
no man’s teaching until he could prove its truth to 
me. Mr. Parker taught me of the existence of a 
personal God; but when I asked for the proof, I 
found that he could adduce no particle of evidence 
not adduced by Paley and Chalmers. Indeed, I 
thought his argument the least convincing of the 
_ three, so I piled them all away together—Parker 
at the bottom, Paley next, and Chalmers atop. Then 
I returned to my proper problem. Such skeptics as 
Pyrro and Bishop Huet delighted me; but Mr. 
Parker seemed to me to have no better reason for 
his beliefs than the straightest orthodox for theirs. 
So much for the influence of his general theological 
writings. 

Mr. Parker’s carefully elaborated version of De 
Wette’s “Introduction to the Old Testament” was 
the first work I ever owned in the department of 
biblical criticism and interpretation. It was my sole 
manual for several years; yet I found in various 
quarterlies and theological encyclopedias such con- 
clusive demolishments of its main hypotheses and 
principles that I held my judgment in check. Sub- 
sequently, when I came to prosecute my studies in 
Germany, I found how perfectly extravagant was the 
remark of Mr. Parker, that De Wette was “ the ablest 
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writer in the world on that theme.” I found that 
Dr. De Wette was a forgotten man. Though ten 
years had not passed since his voice had ceased to be 
heard in the universities, not a party, not a disciple 
was to be found to perpetuate his memory or dis- 
seminate his principles. Indeed he had no system. 
While his heart was enlisted for Christian truth his 
head was turned and confused by the influences of his 
time. He confesses his life a failure in these touch- 
ing lines, written but a little before his death, and 
communicated to the American public by Dr. Schaff: 


Ich fiel in eine wirre Zeit, 
Des Glaubens Einfalt war vernichtet. 
Ich mischte mich mit in den Streit ; 
Doch, ach! Ich hab’ ihn nicht geschlichtet. 


[‘*I lived in times of doubt and strife, 
When childlike faith was forced to yield. 
I struggled to the end of life; 
Alas! I did not gain the field.” 


In the new developments of Germany De Wette 
has fallen into complete oblivion. Some of his works, 
such as his Commentaries, are valuable for their ex- 
tensive collation of other men’s views; but all that 
was original with him is repudiated or forgotten by 
both Orthodox and Rationalists. He has been com- 
pletely superseded, and we are sorry to see attempts 
made at the present day to force this antiquated 
lumber into popular circulation as the last and best 
result of German scholarship. It is a wrong to the 
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German infidels themselves. Baur and Strauss would 
resent such an allegation: For all practical and 
popular purposes, be it remembered, De Wette is 
utterly worthless. To the American public, his 
reproduction here was as great a misfortune as the 
publication was pecuniarily disastrotts to its editor. 

_ My personal intercourse’ with Mr. Parker was con- 
fined to hisstudy. What a great storehouse of learn- 
ing it was! What ranges of vellum and sheep-bound 
tomes were there, piled from floor to ceiling! Yet 
with what honest pride he used to point out that 
shabby, worn-out old copy of Ainsworth’s Latin 
Dictionary as the’nucleus of the whole collection, the 
first book he ever owned, and tell of the quarts and 
quarts of blueberries he had to pick to pay for it! 
In the way of art I remember nothing save that little 
marble statuette, or bust of Christ, which stood upon 
his study table, watching each stroke of that potent 
pen! It used to pain me to see it there, and the 
marble lineaments themselves were sad. Our con- 
versation was usually general, though sometimes he 
would ask me what I intended to do. He hada 
great many erroneous impressions respecting the doc- 
trines and«spirit of Methodism, some of which, I 
hope, were corrected. When I told him I was going 
to Germany he seemed delighted, and gave me some 
very characteristic advice. “Go to Tubingen,”, (the 
last citadel of German Rationalism,) “go to Tu- 
bingen,” said he, “by all means. Tubingen sustains 
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the same relation to Germany to-day which Witten- 
berg did in the sixteenth century!” This advice, 
like much other, I took the liberty of playfully laying 
upon the table. 

Among the theologians of the Old World Mr. 
Parker is, of course, little known. In England the 
Infidel party have found ‘his writings very salable 
and serviceable ready-made material, and therefore 
there he has had great circulation. England, how- 
ever, has before had the deistic disorder, and those 
who have passed through the varioloid seldom con- 
tract the small-pox.. In Germany it is true that some 
of Mr. Parker’s writings have been ‘translated; but a 
translation into the tongue of that omnivorous people, 
who reproduce every modern publication down to 
such as the Mormon Bible and the “Great Har- 
monia,” is surely an equivocal compliment. Most 
of the German theologians who have looked over his 
writings seem to regard him as a rather spicy re- 
hasher of their earlier rationalistic literature. 
Strauss told me he had read his critique on the 
“Leben Jesu,” and thought Mr. Parker would have 
to put that into hig Retractations, if he ever ‘pub- 
lished any. In Italy he is unknown, although an 
article published in 1857 in the Jesuit organ, “La 
Ciwilta Cattolica,” Sopra il Presente e IP Avenire 
del Cattolicismo negli Stati Uniti, has furnished its 
readers a very elaborate and tolerably fair exposition 
of the theological movements in which he is so 
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prominent a landmark. His reputation and influ- 
ence are almost exclusively cis-Atlantic. We should 
naturally expect it to be so. In those old countries 
the doctrines off Mr. Parker are threadbare, the 
tritest of all trite things. Here their singularity 
gave to their talented advocate a “lone conspicuity,” 
which would have rendered the commonest man a 
celebrity. Circumstances have contributed more to 
the growth of Mr. Parker’s reputation than to that 
of any other religious teacher of whom I know. His 
native talent, unique style, power of sarcasm, unflag- 
ging industry, and wide range of feed, all did some- 
thing; but all these, directed in ordinary and incon- 
spicuous channels of usefulness, would never have 
made the name of Theodore Parker a household 
word from Maine to California. I will not say that 
there are in the active American ministry twenty 
men of the same reading with Mr. Parker; but I do 
but utter my honest, unbiased estimate of his native 
power, when I say that, from my acquaintance with 
that ministry North and South, East and West, I 
honestly think there are at least five hundred who, 
had they lived and moved under the peculiar 
circumstances which gave Parker his prominence 
and inspiration, could and would have achieved and 
maintained a fame at least equal to his. 

We now come to the determination of the good 
and the evil which has accrued to the American 


people from this great didactic career now closed for- 
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ever. God gave us wisdom to rightly and wisely 
discriminate. Mark well, and continually remember, 
that in the following remarks I do not speak of Mr. 
Parker’s moral character. I speak of Ads influence, 
and of that only. I shall not undertake to determine 
how far the good results of his ministry are instances 
of God making the wrath of man to praise him, nor 
how far the evil effects were undesigned, and con- 
trary to his wishes. 


1. Among the beneficent results of Mr. Parker's 
ministry I mention, first, his influence upon public 
opinion with respect to. the subject of education. 
However we may differ from Mr. Parker in religious 
matters, however we may question the details of his 
educational scheme, all intelligent, large-minded men 
must feel that the public owes no insignificant debt 
of gratitude to him for that ardent zeal and un weary- 
ing effort which he ever displayed in advocacy of a 
thorough, practical, yet liberal education of all the 
people. Himself by birth a plebeian, by instinct a 
leveler, by choice a Jeffersonian, he could tolerate 
no sacred reservations in behalf of classes, least of all 
the monopoly of knowledge. Feeling that universal 
education was at once the right of all, and a neces- 
sity of our political and social institutions, he threw 
his whole soul enthusiastically into his pleas when- 
ever opportunity was afforded for them. For the 
service thus rendered in the formation and sustenta- 
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tion of a healthy public sentiment on this subject, I 
_ would bring and, in the name of all lovers of man, 
lay upon Parker’s tomb a fadeless wreath of grati- 
tude. 

2. Secondly, he preached and lectured against 
intemperance. Herein he was a national benc- 
factor. He has our thanks. This service, however, 
is sometimes overrated. A careful study of his utter- 
ance will show us, I think, that instead of pene- 
trating to the hearer’s conscience and showing him 
the inherent sem of this form of self-indulgence, he 
contented himself usually with depicting to him 
those attendant and consequent evils which are so 
intrinsically ghastly as to scarcely need depiction, 
and then giving him a little Poor Richard advice to 
keep clear of the habit which leads thereto. The 
motives which he sets forth are seldom drawn from 
any higher plane than merely the prudential. He 
cast his influence against that legislation which 
stands upon our state statute book to protect the 
people from their poisoners, and was no doubt enti- 
tled to some share of the responsibility of defeating 
its execution in Boston. Still he meant, honestly 
meant, to foster temperance and purity, and all afiili- 
ated virtues; and so far as he succeeded, Boston and 
the commonwealth are bound to grateful acknowl- 
edgment. 

3. We regard the influence which Mr. Parker has 
exerted upon the public mind with respect to the 
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position of woman, the peace movement, and kin- 
dred reforms, of the day, as on the whole beneficent. 
Less radical than the self-constituted champions of 
these various causes, yet at the same time in advance 
of the general public, he has served to modify the 
violence of the one party and to open the eyes of 
the other. On doctrines and projects so inchoate as 
are most of these to which we refer, no man can 
expect to find another who will perfectly agree with 
him on all points. Mr. Parker’s views seem to have 
been well matured, and in the main safe. His brave 
words in exposition and enforcement of them have 
done good, 

4. Fourthly, we instance the political services of 
Mr. Parker. These we regard as infinitely outweigh- 
ing all others which he ever rendered to his native 
land. The grandest thing he ever did was to stand 
up in this northern metropolis, at a time of decadent 
public sentiment, and month after‘ month demand 
the rigid subordination of human authority to God’s. 
In certain classes not easily reached by other 
agencies, he did very much to generate and keep 
alive a political conscience. He fearlessly, contin- 
ually, impetuously taught the existence of the Higher 
Law. He regarded the State ‘as a moral agent, 
under every obligation of the moral law, under 
every threatening by which it is sanctioned. How 
stirringly eloquent were his rushing words when this 
was the theme which warmed him! To him it 
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seemed bad enough for an ignorant and passionate 
individual to sin; but to see a great and wise people, 
in the multitude of whose counselors there ought to 
have been wisdom, and in whose organic equipoise 
_of forces passion ought to have been held in leash; 
to see such a people, as a people, wittingly and per- 
sistently trampling under foot every principle of 
justice and humanity, this fired his soul, made his 
blood to fairly boil with indignation! On this grand 
text he always could preach with “an ‘unction.” I 
hope I shall not be called irreverent if I say that on 
this point “he taught as one having authority, and 


» I fear we have some need of 


not as the scribes. 
such a teacher still. 

Slavery being to him intrinsically the concentrated 
sum of all villainies, and at the same time the imme- 
diate occasion of nearly all the infamous political 
and civil action of the government, it was natural 
that Mr. Parker should bring his tensest powers to 
bear upon the demolition of the system. By all his 
native love of right, by all the spur of moral convic- 
tions, by all the love he bore his land, he felt bound 
to fight the foul institution. In this good fight he 
heartily enlisted all his powers: his stinging elo- 
quence; his varied learning; his mother-wit; his 
keen understanding; head, heart, hand, and—rare 
phenomenon !—his pocket-book. 

Deadly, however, as was his hatred of the system, 


impetuous as were his acted and spoken hostilities 
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against it, he never sAnctioned the radical views and | 
measures of the ultra abolitionists. THe never played 
into the hands of southern politicians by conceding 
the national character of slavery under the great 
Federal Charter.. Nay!—loudly to his praise be it 
spoken!—nay! He had a lofty faith in the actual 
political institutions of this good land. He believed 
that we only need to bring back the administration 
of government to the spirit of those institutions, and 
then to lop off a few creatures of local and abnormal 
law, in order to make this American State answer to 


. . ty, 
its proud and vaunting boast, 


“The land of the free and home of the brave.?? 


When personal friends, warm friends, were saying, . 
“All is lost; there is no hope save in revolution,” 
Mr. Parker rang out his voice louder than ever over 
his crowded auditories, “No, no! America shall not 
fail!” Year after year he bore the pressure, resisted 
entreaties, resisted threats; refusing to sanction the 
anarchic projects of his friends. Year after year he 
went like a man to the ballot-box, and illustrated his 
faith in his political principles. When others saw only 
swift-coming disaster, he was still hopeful; evidently 
believing that what the cheerful bard sang of Old 
England is equally true of New: 

“Our nursing mother is not exhausted yet; 
There is sap in the Saxon tree: 


She lifts her bosom of glory yet 
Above the mists to the sun and sea. 


IN HIS OPINIONS AND INFLUENCE. 25 


Fair as the Queen of Love, 
Fresh from the foam, 
Or star on the dark cloud set, * 
They may blazon her shame 
And scoff at her name; 
But there’s life in the old land yet!” 


We accord therefore to Mr. Parker, and that oat 
cheerfully, high praise for his efforts to elevate the 
politics of the country. Should I say that the serv- 
ices he has thus rendered the American people 
surpass by far those of many a distinguished senator 
at Washington, I should but speak the truth. Had 
it not been for the influence of his rigorous teaching 
over those vast masses which he drew around him, 
had they not received from him those sound prin- 
ciples of political responsibility which they would 
not go elsewhere to learn, we shudder to think of the 
doom which might have overtaken Boston long ere 
this. May God soon send them another apostle, who, 
without assailing the holy verities of Christianity, 
may carry forward with equal efficiency the same 


great teachings ! 


Such we regard the main results of Mr. Parker’s 
ministry which deserve to be called beneficent. 
Other incidental goods may have accrued therefrom ; 
but these are the chief. We,have tried to deal 
fairly, and give our subject his fullest due. With 
painful feelings we turn now to the other inquiry, 
and ask after the evil results of the ministry now 
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terminated. God help us, here above all, to be 
faithful alike to the living and to the dead. Wherein 
has Mr. Parker exerted a baneful influence upon the 
American people? Variously. : 

1. First, he has contributed to the extent of his 
ability to fix in the popular mind a very low and 
unworthy conception of God. 

This is perhaps the very last charge his admirers 
will expect; but I make it advisedly. I know that 
men are found who claim that the chief charm in 
Mr. Parker’s views, his grand superiority over ortho- 
dox Christians, lies precisely here—in his sublime and 
beautiful delineation of God’s nature and character. 
From such we must beg to differ. We cheerfully 
grant that Mr. Parker has said a great many beau- 
tiful things about God, things whose verbal felicities 
we wish we could rival. We grant that Mr. Parker’s 
God is quite a respectable advance upon that “ dis- 
mal,” “‘diabolic” old ‘ Moloch” of the elder Calvin- 
istic doctors, and something of an advance upon that 
easy, nerveless old grandmother. whom the Univers- 
alists tucked up in the throne of the universe and set 
on rockers; but as for conceding that Mr. Parker’s 
God approaches in moral beauty or, dignity or 
amiableness the God of the Scriptures, we never can 
do it.. Look at the two. Mr. Parker’s God is a 
being of such natural hebetude and of such moral 
insensibility that, according to Mr. Parker’s own 
account, he has articled out this “mute, naked, 
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ignorant child” of his, whom we term man, under 


” and 


the hard “apprenticeship of nature and law,’ 
left him_here toiling, struggling, suffering, and sin- 
ning for six thousand years, without ever paying him 
one fatherly visit, or sending him one message of 
affection to cheer and strengthen his failing heart. 
Ages on ages rolled away, according to Mr. Parker; 
generations after generations lived, suffered, and 
died before any knowledge of God got into the 
human mind, any idea even of spiritual and invisible 
essence. All this time men were left with no loftier 
or worthier vent for their native religious instinct 
than the worship of ugly, senseless fetiches. And 
when men did achieve a higher notion of the 
normal Object of this instinet, it was no thanks to 
this great, impassible wretch of a spectator whom 
Mr. Parker calls God. It was an achievement of 
man’s own good brain and quickening heart, and to 
man alone belonged the credit. But even after we 
had done this much, even after we had risen from 
the mire and slime in which he first placed us, and 
where he had amused himself for centuries by heart- 
lessly watching our wretched wriggling—even then, 
though we had so conclusively proven that we were 
worthy something better. than that low animalism to 
which he had first doomed us, that great cosmical 
Embodiment of phlegm moved not a finger to help 
us. This child of Providence was “crying in the 
dark,” crying for his Father. Unaided he had dis- 
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covered the existence of that Father, proven his 
recent whereabouts, and now he wanted to see him., 
The accumulated sorrows and suffering of long 
millenniums of utter orphanage pressed out con- 
tinual sobs: “O that I knew where I could‘ find 
Him, that I might come, even unto his seat!” But 
there was no answer. The royal child was left there 
in the dark, sobbing, yearning after the Father of 
whom he had so lately learned, agonizing to find 
him and learn all about him. And all this time 
there lay this great, stupid, immanent Divinity 
athwart the stellar spaces, all heedless of this poor 
yearning creature who had proven himself “the 
thriftiest child ‘of God.” Not one syllable did He 
utter, no blessed “Lo, I am with you ;” no messen- 
ger did he send to tell men how to do right and be 
happy. No, no. “If men want to know anything 
about me, or about the blissfulness of moral agency, 
they may find, it out for themselves.” With 
this divine reflection, and with a sluggish vexa- 
tion at the troublesome brat whose ery had occa- 
sioned it, the tonpid old Stoic of eternity relapsed 
into his ancient, everlasting doze. This was Mr. 
Parker’s Gods and what did it avail to style him 
the tender “Father and Mother of men?” Does 
calling a clod “God” make it one? Does the chris- 
tening of a great blind and blindly operating force 
“Father” give that force paternal intelligence and 
soft-heartedness? Should a Christian parent treat 
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his children as Mr. Parker represents God treating 
his; cursing them, to begin with, with an intenser 
sensuality than there was any need of, and then lend- 
ing no helping hand or encouraging word to help the 
poor little wretches up to a larger and higher life; 
keeping himself eternally behind the’ curtain; feed- 
ing them by machinery, and leaving them to clothe 
and otherwise furnish body and soul as the great 


> mi EE set 
might suggest; giving them 


“mother of invention’ 
over to the laws of their being to work their own 
way up by personal experiment and suffering to 
manhood’s maturity; I say, should any Christian 
parent of this land attempt such a treatment of his 
children as this, his name would be an execration in 
all the world; an outraged and indignant people 
would rise up to demand the deposition of such a 
father from his office, his immediate commitment to 
prison or madhouse. 

How different the God of revelation! “ Like asa 
father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth all them 
that fear him.” ‘‘ His tender mercies are over all 
his works.” In the beginning he gave his child the 
fairest and most munificent setting up. He was 
wont to visit with him at decline of day, teaching 
him all he needed to know, and showing him how to 
live. He bore with the disobedience, perversity, and 
waywardness of his child; pleaded authority ; point- 
ed to consequences; chided; entreated, “strove” with 


him: all in vain. Still he came, came personally 
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and by messengers, would not be shut out and 
off the premises until his poor, debauched child 
became utterly lost to all spiritual influences, deaf 
even to his Father’s voice, too blind to discern his 
heavenly form. Nor even then were the resources 
of God’s paternal tenderness exhausted. In the 
person of his Son he comes with warm flesh hands 
to lay hold of the ruined, blind, almost insensible 
creature of his own image and likeness, and lifts him 
up. He is willing to suffer with and for him. By 
supernatural power he opens those blind eyes which 
sin put out, unstops those deaf ears which sin closed 
up. Then taking the bewildered being by that 
death-struck hand, and breathing the inspiration of 
infinite divine sympathy into his soul, he gently 
draws him, and says, ‘‘ My son, come home.” He 
smoothes the way with providerices, supports the 
weak and staggering form, gives back one by one 
the lost and forfeited powers to serve as milestones 
of the homeward journey; and as to what he has 
stored up against the prodigal’s final arrival, what 
fatted calves, and robes, and rings, we only know 
that ‘““eye hath not seen nor ear heard, neither hath 
it entered into the heart of man.” Whose God now 
is the more fatherly, Mr. Parker’s or the Christian’s ? 
Why, the Christian not. only has and uses every 
single proof and illustration of God’s natural and 
moral perfectness which Mr. Parker has, in meta- 


physical necessities and in the works of nature, but 
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in addition to these he has the whole supernatural 
history of man, every line and event of which is 
lustrous with the glory and the love of God. Had 
Mr. Parker described his God (and often he did) as 
possessing the absolute perfection of the Christian 
one, he Had no conclusive evidence thereof. It must 
stand as a mere assertion, sufficiently refuted by the 
stoical indifference and moral inaction which, ac- 
cording to him, has characterized the divine history: 
since man has had a being. 

In view of these facts, I make no scruple in saying 
that Mr. Parker contributed to fix in the popular 
mind a low and unworthy conception of God; that 
he dimmed the luster of God’s perfections; and in 
his system, though not perhaps in his words, so pre- 
‘sented, so misrepresented our common Father as to 
make it difficult for men to feel and own his claim to 
their love. I do not say he meant to do so, I do not 
think he did; but such was the legitimate result of 
his system. In this he wrought an irreparable, mis- 
chief; and so far forth as his views accomplished 
their natural tendency, so far forth I pronounce the 
ministry of Parker a curse to human society. Oft- 
times his own expressions bordered hard on Pan- 
theism, and the whole drift of his principles was in 
that direction. Strauss predicted he would bring up 
there. Death came too quick. Although unwilling 
to openly assert that the famous “ Father and Mother 
of men” was “impersonal,” he yet repeatedly refused 
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to call him (2), her (?), it ®), whatever it was, personal. 
And this hybrid, hermaphrodite, neither “ personal” 
nor “impersonal” nondescript, is the false God, the 
Dagon, which Mr. Parker set wp in Music Hall for 
Beston Christians to worship. So far as he seduced 
them into this idolatry, so far was his influende a bane. 

2. Secondly, Mr. Parker was behind his times in 
many matters of science, and hence his influence 
has served to fix in the popular mind various scien- 
tific errors which later investigations have completely 
exploded. 

It was a great pity that a man of his position and 
influence should have adhered so tenaciously as he 
did to traditional scientific absurdities when all the 
world was so rapidly outgrowing them. There was 
some excuse for the reluctance of the Romish priest- 
hood, and even of Protestant Turretin, to acknowl- 
edge the demonstrated motions of the earth. We 
find that excuse in the character of the times in 
which they lived, and in the character of their 
education, if such it could be called. But for a man 
of Mr. Parker’s opportunities and professions, in the 
full light of the nineteenth century, to cling with such 
fatuity to old hypotheses, from which the progress of 
science has confessedly knocked away every shadow 
of foundation, surely this was very remarkable. 

In early life Mr. Parker seems to have fallen under 
the influence of those phrenological sages who have 


exhibited such rare. consideration and anxiety for the 
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cultivation of the American mind. He drank in 
their hypothesis of universal development with the 
rest, and its influence is perceptible in the whole 
texture of his philosophy. I will not say that his 
views of cosmogony or of current natural life 
exactly corresponded, with those set forth by Oken 
and the author of the “ Vestiges of Creation ; but 
I do say, that, unless I have greatly misapprehended 
them, they resembled them vastly more than those 
of the highest scientific authorities of the present 
day. These authorities affirm that every historical 
science of nature points back to a supernatural 
beginning of every family of organized being, a 
real and proper creation. Agassiz, Whewell, Lyell, 
all great scientific investigators, declare, with re- 
markable unanimity, that every evidence in the 
heavens above and in the earthbeneath lies directly 
against the development hypothesis. They challenge 
the world, present or past, to furnish one instance 
of transmuted species or spontaneous generation. 
Cross’s acaré and Darwin’s pigeons are acknowledged 
failures; and I know of scarce one great reliable 
name to-day in England or America which can be 
quoted in support of the repudiated hypothesis. All 
acknowledged authorities agree in predicating a 
supernatural origination of every kind of organized 
and living things, an origination exceptional to all 
known present laws and forces ; an intelligent, divine 
creation. It is true that a Parker talks of “ crea- 
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tion” too; but, if I understand him, it is only that 
perpetual creation by which the face of the earth 
is renewed with every passing season, generation, 
life. God is creating yonder on the common, 
yonder in the harbor depths, here in this ever- 
wasting body. He may have. used expressions 
meaning more than this; but there are none which 
I can now recall.* 


* There is much confusion in Mr. Parker's expressions on this point. 
In Discourse V of his “Theism, Atheism, and Popular Theology,” he 
seems at first sight to use the terms ‘“ Creation” and “ Providence” in 
their ordinary sense. He clearly distinguishes them, saying, “the one is 
described by a point, the other by a line.” He speaks not only of the 
creation of organic beings, but of inorganic matter. He speaks of a time 
‘“before the universe had existence,” etc., etc. At the same time it is 
evident that the term creation is not employed in its proper sense, from 
the fact that he predicates a certain “material ” anterior even to material 
atoms, from which they were created. He says, in summing up: ‘Hach 
atom, with its statical and dynamical powers, the mineral, vegetable, and 
animal forces of the universe, must have been created by Him... or 
PERFECT MATERIAL,”? Here, certainly, is no creatio exw nihilo j hence, no 
proper creation at all. The popular, as well as the theological usus 
demands more than a creation ex nihilo privativo ; it is satisfied with 
nothing short of a ereatio ex nihilo negativo. Nor is the above a solitary 
instance. He scarcely ever speaks of creation without stating that it was 
“of -perfect material,” or * perfect substance.” 

That his views respecting the origin of organic beings were substan- 
tially as represented in the text, is incontestably settled by the following 
passage from his last work, his ‘‘ Experience as a Minister.” Speaking 
of the various historic forms of religion, he says: ‘‘ Each has grown out 
of the condition of some people as naturally as the wild primitive Flora 
of Santa Cruz has come from the state of this island—its geologic strue- 
ture and chemical composition, its tropic heat and its Special situation 
amid the great currents of water and of air, a8 naturally as the dependent 
Fauna of the place comes from its Flora.” What could more explicitly 
betray his belief that the Fauna of every clime proceed from its Flora, its 
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How far he was behind the biblical critics of 
Germany we have already intimated, and on this 
we need not dwell. De Wette was one of the first 
German theologians whom Mr. Parker ever studied, 
and beyond him he never seems to have gone. He 
read others, very many; but after having committed 
himself so fully to De Wette, it was hard to see him 
so flippantly disposed of by Baur and his colleagues. 
We doubt if even Mr. Parker would venture to 
repeat, within hearing of Tubingen, “De Wette is 
the ablest writer in the world on biblical criticism.” 
He would have too much regard for his own reputa- 
tion as a scholar. 

His views on another point—the History and Phi- 
losophy of Human Society, were very antiquated, at 
least a century behind the times. To hear him 
lecture on this subject one would think himself 
transported back to the eighteenth century. First 
you have Hobbes’s “State of Nature;” then Rous- 
seau’s “ Contrat Social ;” then a prospective “ Utopia 
Saint-Simonienne,” minus the communism. And the 
most insipid feature of it all is, that these crudities 
of the French revolutionary epoch are all set forth as 
something so new and fresh and world-redeeming. 
How any man of such universal reading, and such 
Flora from geologic, chemical, climatic, and other physical causes, in the 
way of strict and simple natural law? It may be hard to reconcile this 
language with expressions employed in his earlier years; but it is surely 


right to look in his latest writings for his most matured opinions. So 
doing, we think our point is fully substantiated. 


. 
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taste for independence, ever succeeded in bringing 
himself down to the tasteless taskwork of transfus- 
ing life into these stale depositions of that diluvian 
period, has always been a mystery to me. Perhaps’ 
the reason is to be found in the fact that deistic 
principles cannot be reconciled with any other theory 
of human society than that of Rousseau; and rather 
than renounce these cherished principles, Mr. Parker 
may have concluded he could afford to ignore the 
conclusions of a Stahl and a Huntington, nay more, 
the unanimous testimony of universal history. 

Now, had these various antiquated views been 
merely abstract, isolated, scientific errors, it would 
have mattered little. We should not have men- 
tioned them. We care not to know to which of the 
theories of light Mr. Parker gave his adherence; it 
would have no bearing on our present investigation. 
These matters to which I have alluded, however, do 
have relations most intimate to every scheme of .re- 
ligious teaching. Deny original creation, ignore a 
real Providence, and what is left of religion? The 
remnant is not worth saving. So far forth then as 
Mr. Parker’s ministry has served to the dissemination 
and conservation in the popular mind of those old 
exploded naturalistic notions of Cosmogony, Anthro- 
pology, Sociology, so far forth it has been a malefi- 
cent ministry, prejudicial not merely to revealed re- 
ligion but equally so to sound science. — 

3. Thirdly: Mr. Parker devoted his utmost energy - 
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to the demolition of the whole structure of revealed 
religion, its evidences, doctrines, and institutions 
alike. If he honestly believed, after candid qualifi- 
cation for judgment, that that system is false, de- 
lusive, injurious to men, he did right; but, as I as 
honestly believe it a true, beneficent, and divine 
system, I am bound to characterize the influence of 
his ministry in this regard as unmitigatedly disas- 
trous. 

4. But, fourthly, the grand tendency of Mr. 
Parker’s ministry was not only to overturn Christi- 
anity; -it was also to diffuse erroneous and unfair 
impressions respecting it. JI am forced to say that 
misrepresentation seems to me to have been the grand 
implement on which Mr. Parker relied in his “ de- 
structant work.” Certainly no other ever wrought so 
efficiently for him. - Instead of making Romanism 
responsible for its own follies and absurdities, Cal- 
vinism for its, Methodism for its, he identifies Chris- 
tianity with each in turn, and makes it bear the 
odium of all. He perpetually aspersed the Christian 
people among whom he lived, attributing to them 
beliefs which he knew they repudiated with loathing. 
To be a Christian was with him to be a bibliolater, 
to devoutly believe in what he elegantly termed the 
“damnation of babies,” to discount all gentle virtues 
and good works, and bigotedly hate all such as 
cherish and do them. It was to believe in a hideous 
God, an impossible human nature, a dismal demon- 
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ology, ghastly divine murders, and a closing sham- 
judgment. He tried to undermine men’s faith in 
revelation, not half so much by solid argument as 
by those side-thrusts and bitter sneers and sarcasms 
which constituted so largely the staple of his dis- 
courses. Travestying every sacred formula, every 
holy doctrine, until scarcely recognizable, he per- 
sisted in setting these wicked mimicries forth as the 
actual beliefs of Christendom. 

Take up any of his descriptions of the doctrine of 
God according to the “popular theology.” In the 
name of evangelical Christendom, I have merely to 
pronounce it an atrocious libel. Tell me, ye who 
have sat for twenty, thirty, forty years under the 
teachings of the “Christian” pulpit I now fill; tell 
me if in all that time you have ever once been told 
of a God who delights in “the damnation of babies?” 
Nay, were there not eloquent, vehement repudiations 
of such a shocking notion ringing down from hence 
upon the people years before Mr. Parker was born? 
Who has ever stood up here to tell you of a God who 
has unconditionally predestinated men to endless 
damnation, merely to illustrate his irresistible sov- 
ereignty? Was not this pulpit founded here ex- 
pressly to protest against such blasphemy, and to 
teach men truth? Who has ever stood here and 
told you that God is of so vengeful a nature that 
only after slaying his own innocent son, he was will- 
ing to show mercy? When were you last told that 
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Satan was stronger than God, and likely to get the 
better of him in the long run? Come: these, ac- 
cording to Mr. Parker, are the doctrines of “ popular 
theology.” Isn’t Methodist theology popular the- 
ology? If it is not, if the theology of the largest 
ecclesiastical body in the nation cannot be called the 
popular theology, what can? If it were, true that 
one Christian body, however small, taught a doctrine 
of God nearly free from all the objectionable fea- 
tures against which Mr. Parker protested, candor 
would seem to have required him to make an excep- 
tion in favor of that body so far as it was his ally. 
How much more was he bound to abstain from indis- 
criminately denouncing the doctrine of the largest 
Church of the land, when the doctrine of that Church 
respecting God was, as we have seen, really superior 
to his own, and especially when she patiently, 
laboriously, and successfully opposed this doctrine to 
all the errors against which he battled, years and 
years before his voice was ever lifted! In all this 
Mr. Parker was, in my estimation, neither modest 
nor fair. Most of his references to the best and 
holiest men now living on this earth are full of bit- 
terness, and spleen, and venom. We have no angry 
retaliations to return. Even an Alva could refuse 
to war with the dead. We only wish: these state- 
ments were not true; but, being true, we feel com- 
pelled to make them, doing it far “more in sorrow 


than in anger.” 
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I believe, on valid grounds, though I cannot, of 
course, adduce those grounds here, that man origin- 
ated by direct creation of God. I believe that if he 
had been left, «nm puris naturalibus, to his own un- 
aided, uninformed constitutional powers and suscepti- 
bilities, he would have been the ignorant, helpless 
brute which Mr. Parker everywhere represents the 
primitive man to have been. I do not believe, how- 
ever, that man was so unnaturally abandoned, or 
that, had he been, he would ever have risen to any 
conception of spiritual existences. I believe God re- 
vealed himself to that. primitive creature as his Ore- 
ator, as the one and only God to whom his service 
and affection were due. I believe that, after sin had 
penally and naturally affected man, that which was 
before mere inertia in human nature became a con- 
stant downward force, antagonized indeed by reason, 
conscience, divine actuations, but nevertheless a 
steady moral gravitation. From the beginning God 
has kept himself in communication with this per- 
verted creature; schooling him by discipline, over- 
ruling his mistakes and sins ‘for good, thwarting hig 
plots, wooing, and striving, and teaching in all 
,tender and gentle languages, more willing to give his 
Holy Spirit to them that ask him than earthly parents 
are to give good gifts unto their children. In the 
Bible are found, as I believe, a historical account of 
these divine doings in the earth, sufficiently full for 


all the necessities of these late: coming generations to 
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which we belong, a sufficient revelation of the char- 
acter and interior disposition of God; a clear ennn- 
ciation of all human duty, Godward, manward, and 
selfward ; authenticated promises of all needed good ; 
the full constitutions and patents of all divine insti- 
tutions; in short, a complete “ Anweisung zum 
seligen Leben”—the onty directory to happiness and 
heaven. 

Believing these things with all the intensity 
which can come from a conquered skepticism, and 
a personal experience alike of sin and of pardon, 
I regard them as truths more vital to human well- 
being, on the scale of endless existence, than any 
other in the whole range of human knowledge. 
Whenever, therefore, I see a man weakening the 
power and influence of those truths over men’s minds, 
either by fair argument or by scurrilous sneers, I re- 
gard that man as, wittingly or unwittingly, injuring 
his race, cursing humanity to an extent beyond all 
measurement. Of Mr. Parker’s ministry, then, what 
else can I say than that, so far as its influence has 
been to undermine these grand permanent beliefs 
of Christendom, it has been a curse.. In my view 
every soul which through his influence has re- 
nounced the great doctrines of Christian redemp- 
tion has thereby jeopardized his everlasting in- 
terests. He has cut loose from. moral motives of 
the highest character, relinquished the brightest 
exemplification of divine philanthropy the universe 
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can furnish, exchanged a certainty for hypotheses, 
pledge for hope, possession for baseless and_ fruit- 
less expectation. By as much, then, as eternal 
things do overweigh the things of time, by so 
much do the evil and blighting influences of Mr. 
Parker’s ministry preponderate over all its good 
and beneficent ones. No open peculator from 
Boston’s treasury, no unrelenting, heartless land- 
lord, no dissolute public officer,-no wholesale or 
retail rumseller, no pimp of North-street or seducer 
of Beacon, has ever wrought, in my judgment, 
such extensive, effectual, irretrievable mischief in 
this city since the advent of this distinguished 
errorist in it as has he. Funds are replaceable, 
wrongs to widow or fatherless may be outgrown, 
the debauched may be lifted up by reform; but, 
when the Saviour is taken away where shall the 
most wakeful of Marys find him? Other evils 
need only be temporal; the loss of religion is the 
loss of eternity. 

Turoporr Parker, the studious farm-boy, the 
restive theologue, the combative preacher, the arro- 
gant philosopher, the ardent reformer, the general 
iconoclast—Theodore Parker—has passed away. In 
the prime of life, the maturity of his powers, the 
zenith of his glory, God summons him away. He 
had done with him here, and that autocratic will 
could not alter one hair’s breadth the higher will of 
God. In his hands, into which each one of us must 
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fall, we leave him. Ours is not the great white 
throne; and He who told us, “Judge not,” assigned 
the best of reasons. 

But while it is not given to us to sit in judgment 
on men’s souls, and fix authoritatively their moral 
relationship to God, we may and ought to studiously 
weigh their current and posthumous influence. The 
interests of truth and the interests of men alike de- 
mand it. I have striven, therefore, in these rude 
sentences—put hastily together amid all the distrac- 
tions and under all the lassitude which belong to the 
closing hours of Anniversary Week—to set forth 
candidly, kindly, and faithfully my soberest, matur- 
est estimate of the good and evil in the influence of 
Theodore Parker. I feel that I have failed to do 
justice to such a theme. Perhaps I should still were 
I to study it a lifetime. 

Mr. Parker is gone. Weshallhavenomore. Not 
that genius is extinct. Not that learning shall have 
no future votary. Not that deism will not live; it 
will live so long as man’s proud heart shall think it- 
self wiser than God. Still, to stand in Music Hall, 
to promulgate the views of Parker, to do it with 
equal keenness and superior grace, to draw yet 
denser crowds of willing listeners—all this will not 
be tore Parker. Do you not see the vast difference 
between being Parker and merely a “ Parxerire ?” 
Ask Rochefoucauld, and he will tell’ you of a 


difference. 
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Few will weep. Few have wept, I take it, except 
upon the platform. It ig not meet. Whatever his 
work was, in this strange web of woven lives, Provi- 
dence tells us it is done. Why is it not? Boston 
has other teachers, inculcators of higher doctrine, 
more liberal charity, safer science, superior virtues, 
equal political integrity, and a diviner holiness of 
heart and life. No such hideous excrescences de- 
form the Christian teaching of present Boston 
evangelizers as need to drive away the most fastid- 
ious, be he only honest, and anxious to learn from 
any and all sources—Nature, Reason, Providence, 
Revelation, Experience—the one grand will of God. 

Friends, are you trying to learn that will? Are 
you trying to doit? But a few days, and you will 
be helpless. Body prostrated, spirits dissipated, 
mind roving, heart sluggish, your soul face to face 
with destinies unending. How, then, will you look 
upon life, and the uses to which you are putting it? O 
if ever you have suffered your religious convictions to 
be shaken by sneers or eavils or argument, I pray 
you to look at the winning and beautiful model of 
character which Christianity holds up, and to ask 
yourself if it be not desirable! J pray you to think of 
the misery God foretells, and the heaven he promises, 
and to ask yourself, What if this prove all true? 
Even if you have so far been influenced as to doubt, 
give your poor soul the benefit of that doubt; it isa 
principle of all humane jurisprudence. May the 
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great Father of lights guide you into all truth, give 
you all a stronger relish for it, qualify you for 
celestial blessedness, and bring you finally into its 
full fruition, no more to err, or sin, or suffer; no 
more to miss or frustrate life’s divine, eternal mean- 


ing. This in Christ. Aen. 
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’ 
THE FIRE SHALL TRY EVERY MAN’S WORK OF WHAT SOR IT Is.— 
1 Corinthians iii, 13. 


A micury voice is hushed, a mighty pen has 
ceased to move. A mind which has sent forth from 
this center great tides through the ocean of human 
thinking, has done its work, and the eddying waves 
go forth into coming ages. Great natural. powers, 
carefully disciplined: by the highest culture of New 
England, tireless industry in gathering the learning 
of all lands, and indomitable energy in making 
practical the thought of the heart, all have for the 
last twenty years been mainly devoted to a special 
work. What that work was, such a man’s life 
would sufficiently declare; but we are not left to 
inference; he himself informs us with great frank- 
ness and earnestness. He consecrated himself to | 
it in his youth, and has left us the record of con- 
secration. 

J have not invited you ee this evening to listen 
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‘to an analysis of Theodore Parker's character; of that 
I shall say no more than is absolutely necessary to 
the right fulfillment of a more important and less 
invidious task; it is not the man, but.the man’s work 
that the fire is to try. He stands now before his 
Maker, where you and I must stand so soon. I 
presume not to sit on the Judge’s throne, but “his 
works follow him ;” they are all about us to-day; 
in them you and I and all mankind have a vital, 
practical interest. Of them I must speak pointedly 
and earnestly, to discharge the duty of a faithful. 
Christian minister, 

I have said that for the last twenty years Theodore 
Parker’s energies have been mainly devoted to a 
special work, Through all the channéls by which 
the public mind can be reached, as preacher, lec- 
turer, writer, first from’ a Unitarian pulpit at West 
Roxbury, then from the desk of the Melodeon and 
Music Hall, in political discourses, in literary ad- 
dresses before colleges and lyceums, in essays and 
reviews, with unwavering unity of purpose he bent 
his energies to this single work. And what was 
that work? He himself tells us clearly and frankly, 
as in a few days of leisure at Santa Cruz he reviews 
this long career, when he had laid by the armor and 
looked back over the field. I read from the letter. 
written to his society, May 9, 1859, published under 
the title “Theodore Parker’s Experience as a Min- 
ister :” 
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“JT had not preached long before I found, as never 
before, that practically the ecclesiastical worship of 
the Bible hindered the religious welfare and progress 
of the Christians more than any other cause... . With 
Protestant ministers the Bible is a fetich; it is so 
with Catholic priests likewise, only to them the 
Roman Church is the master fetich, the ‘ Big 
Thunder,’ while the, Bible is but an inferior and 
subservient idol. For ultimate authority the min- 
ister does not appeal to God manifesting himself in 
the world of matter and the world of man, but only 
to the Bible; to that he prostitutes his mind and 
conscience, heart. and soul; on the authority of an 
anonymous Hebrew book he will justify the slaughter 
of innocent men, women, and children by the thou- 
sand; and on that of an anonymous Greek book he 
will believe, or at least command others to believe, 
that man is born totally depraved, and God will per- 
petually slaughter men in hell by the million, though 
they had committed no fault except that of not believ- 
ing an absurd doctrine they had never heard of. Min- 
isters take the Bible in the lump as divine; all 
between the lids of the book is equally the ‘ word 
of God,’ infallible, miraculous; he that believeth it 
shall be saved, and he that believeth it not shall be 
damned; no amount of piety and morality can make 
up for not believing this. No doctor is ever so 
subordinate to his drugs, no lawyer lies so prone 
before statute and custom, as the mass of ministers 
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before the Bible, the great fetich of Protestant 
Christendom. The Ephesians did not so worship 
their great goddess Diana and the meteoric stone 
which fell from Jupiter. ‘We can believe any- 
thing,’ say they, which has a ‘Thus saith the Lord? 
before or after it. The Bible ig not only master of 
. the soul, it is also.a talisrnan to keep men from harm; 
bodily contact with it, through hand or eye, is a part 
of religion, so it lies in railroad stations, in the 
parlors and sleeping chambers of taverns, and the 
cabins of ships, only to be seen and “touched, not 
read. The pious mother puts it in the trunk of her 
prodigal son about to travel, and while she knows 
he is wasting her substance upon harlots and in 
riotous living, she contents herself with the thought 
that ‘he has got his Bible with him, and promised to 
read a chapter every day!’ So the Catholic mother 
uses an image of the ‘ Virgin Mother of God,’ and 
the Rocky Mountain savage a bundle of grass; itis 
a fetich. . 

“I had not been long a minister before I found 
this worship of the Bible as a fetich hindering 
me at each progressive step. If I wished to 
teach the nobleness of man, the Old Testament and 
New were there with dreadful condemnations of 
human nature; did I speak of God’s love for all men, 
the Bible was full of ghastly things—chosen people, 
hell, devil, damnation—to prove that he loved only 
a few, and them not overmuch; did I encourage 
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free individuality of souls, such as the great Bible 
men themselves had, asking all to be Christians as 
Jesus was a Christ, there were texts of bondage 
commanding a belief in this or that absurdity. 
There was no virtue but the Scriptures could furnish 
an argument against it. I could not deny the ex- 
istence of ghosts and witches, devils and demons 
haunting the earth, but revelation could ‘be quoted 
against me. Nay, if I declared the’ constancy of 
nature’s laws, and sought therein great argument 
for the constancy of God, all the miracles came and 
held their mythologice finger up. ... I set myself 
seriously to consider how I could best oppose this 
monstrous evil.”—Pp. 60-64. 

* While Christians accept the Bible as the ‘word of 
God’ direct, miraculous, infallible, containing a com- 
plete and perfect ‘revelation’ of his [God’s] nature, 
his character and conduct, it is quite impossible for 
them to.accept or even tolerate the infinite perfec- 
tion of God.”—P. 79. 

“ But I have preached against the errors of eccle- 
siastic theology more than upon any other form of 
wrong, for they are the most fatal mischiefs in the 
land. The theological notion of God, man, and the 
relation between them, seems to me the greatest 
speculative error mankind has fallen into. Its 
gloomy consequences appear: Christendom takes 
the Bible for God’s word, his last word... . From 
portions of this ‘infallible revelation’ the Roman 
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Church logically* derives its despotic and hideous 
claim to bind and loose on earth, to honor dead men 
with sainthood, and to rack and burn with all the 
engines mechanic fancy can invent. . . . Hence both 
Protestant and Catholic logically* derive their im- 
perfect, wrathful Deity who creates men to torment 
them when in an endless hell, ‘paved with skulls 
of infants not. a span long,’ whereunto the vast 
majority of men are, by the million, trodden down 
for everlasting agony, at which the elect ‘continually 
rejoice. . . . Hence the Jews, the Mohammedans, 
the Mormons draw their idea of woman. . . . There 
the slaveholder finds the chief argument for his 
ownership of men, and in Africa or New England 
kidnaps the weak, his mouth drooling with +texts 
from the ‘authentic word of God ;~ ete.,, ete. Pp. 
141-143. 

“Bible worship,” then, as he calls it; deference to 
the divine authority of the Bible, as we should éall 
it, he deemed the great hinderance to reform in 
America and Protestant Christendom. He proceeds 
to tell us in these pages how the chief labors, studies, 
and struggles of his life have been devoted to crush 
this foe of human progress. He relates how the 
Unitarians “cast him out” in consequence; how no 
Christian sect would indorse him; and how his 
friends set up for him an independent pulpit, where 


*T italicise the word ; it shows that Mr. Parker believed: that these 
abominable doctrines and practices were really sanctioned by the Bible. 


. 
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he girded himself for what he styles a “ thirty years’ 


” All his other work, he gives us clearly to 


war. 
understand, was secondary and subsidiary to this. 
It is necessary of course, then, for me to ask your 
chief attention to what he deemed the chief work 
of his life. 

As he flung himself against the citadel of Scripture 
authority, he regarded himself as the single-handed 
champion of free thought and free speech in matters 
of religion; he advanced like the leader of a forlorn 
hope, expecting to die in the trench, but feeling sure 
that others would rush in after him and demolish the 
Sebastopol of Protestant superstition. His words in 
behalf of free thought are noble and inspiriting. He 
rained thunderbolts upon that blind and foolish con- 
servatism which would repress the free discussion of 
truth and fetter the tongue or the pen. If the 
Christian Church or the Christian Scriptures can be 
toppled down by the earthquake throbs of free dis- 
cussion let them fall, said Mr. Parker, and so say we. 
Tf a man fears to have the rains descend, the floods 
come, and the winds blow, and beat upon his house, 
we know that it is because he fears that his house is 
not built upon the eternal rock. 

The Bible is not to be taken as the “ word of God” 
because it claims to be; any book might claim to be: 
nor because men say it is; men might say this of 
any book. I find no fault with Mr. Parker for refus- 
ing to accept the Bible as divine on the dictum of 
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any man or men, any sect or sects; I complain not 
of his subjecting its claims to the most rigid and re- 
lentless scrutiny, refusing to believe what he could 
not see out of his own eyes, declaring that no other 
man should cut out a creed for him, but that by. the, 
free use of his own faculties, mental and moral, he 
would stand or fall. All this ig manly; it is every 
man’s duty ; I would that he could have taught it to 
all mankind. More than this, if I could see that by 
an honest, earnest use of all his intellectual and moral 
powers he had come to the deliberate conclusion that 
the Bible is not divine, I could not say one word in 
his condemnation: true, his convictions would not be 
mine; they would not lead me to throw up the testi- 
mony of my own reason, conscience, and conscious- 
ness; because a man by my side looks straight into 
the sky at mid-day and solemnly declares that there 
is no sun there, I shall not give up using and believing 
my own eyes; but I would admit Mr. Parker’s denial 
under such circumstances as a strong mysterious 0d- 
jection, of which I should frankly say, “Z cannot 
solve it.” But this strange career just closed leaves 
us in no such dilemma, for this simple reason: he 
tells us himself in this letter thaé is mind was vir- 
tually made wp on this subject before he began to 
thoroughly investigate it. Now a strong mind, when 
it has once laid hold of truth or error, clings to it with 
tenacity proportionate to its own vigor, and if not: 
evenly balanced, or not evenly cultivated, may be 
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permanently wedded to monstrous error. History is 
full of the errors of great men. The wonderful Pas- 
eal tormented himself with the ascetic’s iron belt; 
Johnson believed in the ghost of Cock Lane; 
Cotton Mather hung witches; even Bacon himself 
clung to errors in doctrine and practice that hin- 
dered the march of improvement ; he’ rejected 
or disregarded the discoveries of Galileo and-Coper- 
nicus.* 

Mr. Parker tells us that before he began: his theo- 
logical studies: his mind was settled in regard to 
several fundamental religious doctrines, doctrines so 
fundamental as to involve the whole question of the 
reception or rejection of the Bible as the “ word of 


God.” At his seventh year he had settled it as a 


permanent conviction that God was never to be fear- 
ed; soon after this he had disposed of the doctrine of 
the Trinity, and some time before he began his criti- 
cal investigation of the Scripture he had fully decid- 
ed that there was no such thing as infallible inspira- 
tion, and that at least some of the méracles of Scrip- 
ture were “clearly impossible, others ridiculous, a 
few were wicked.” With these settled conwictions he 
began his proper theological studies. ‘I entered on 
my theological education with many ill-defined 
doubts, and some distinct denials of the ecclesiastical 
theology of Christendom.”{+ By his own statement, 


* Descrip. of the Intellec. Globe, chap. 6. 
{ Experience as a Minister, pp. 35, 86; the italics are mine. 
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then, when he began his critical study of the Bible, 
to see if it is what Christendom claims that it is, the 
“word of God,” he had already fully made up his 
mind that it was not the “word of God ;” for he was 
satisfied that it contained false doctrines, ridiculous 
absurdities, and. some wickedness. It is true that 
after this he studied immensely, devoured libraries, 
acquired many languages, roamed all the fields of 
literature, swallowed whole systems of philosophy, 
traveled extensively, and gleaned rich harvests from 
broad observation ; but in all this reading, study, and 
observation he but gathered material to build an 
edifice already planned, he only borrowed ,weapons 
to wage a warfare already resolved upon. His life- 
work was to demolish the Protestant reverence for - 
the Bible, and from his seventh year it was virtually 
settled in his mind that it was not the “word of 
God.” He had made up his mind what doctrines of 
God and man ought to be in the Bible, and then his 
critical studies were devoted to examining whether'a 
fair criticism would find there the doctrines he be- 
lieved, and eliminate the doctrines he hated; that is, 
he came to the Bible assuming that he was competent 
to make a Bible for himself. 

This avowed prepossession of‘ early life is the key- 
note to his whole history, as inordinate self-reliance is 
the key-note to his whole character. Think of this: 
child of seven years settling questions over which doc- 
tors and councils had pondered and prayed! grown 
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already so much wiser than the hoary patriarch, who 
declared “ the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis- 


> and think of the man, having almost reached 


dom,’ 
the half-century milestone, pointing back to that theo- 
logical prodigy with self-satisfaction! I should not 
thus pointedly call attention to this trait of his charac- 
ter, were it not the central standpoint from which to 
view his whole theology. He is the most dogmatic 
theological writer that Ihave ever read in the English 
language. Of him might be repeated what one of 
Macaulay’s friends said of him: “He is the most 
reckless asserter [ ever knew; I wish that I could be 
as sure of anything as Tom Macaulay is of every- 
thing.” 

For example: God, in his theology, was what he 
conceived God ought to be. He learned from Kant 
to make the idea of God a necessity of human nature, 
but he went further and called it an “intuition,” a 
‘“ fact of consciousness.” He went much further, and 
declared Ais idea of God to be an “instinctive in- 
tuition.” Now his idea of God was, he confessed, 
very different from that of Moses, Isaiah, and Paul; 
but their ideas were “low and imperfect,” they be- 
lieved in a “finite ferocious God,” very different 
from that of the Christian world, Greek, Catholic, or 
Protestant; but the mass of Christians he stigmatized 
as idolaters; the orthodox worshiped a Moloch, a 
‘Draco of the universe;” the heterodox worship- 


ed they knew not what; yet zs was the only true 


60 THE LIFE-WORK OF THEODORE PARKER. 


God.* But all this would be modest; this was 
simply all Christendom on one side and Mr. Parker 
on the other; all Christendom was wrong and Mr. 
Parker right. But he went far beyond this, and de- 
clared that every other man had an « instinctive in- 
tuition ” of the God that he believed in; Ads idea was 
a universal intuition, while all others were the off- 
spring of sense or tradition ; that is, he stands up in 
the face of the whole Christian world and not only 
tells them what he sees, but in, spite of their universal 
protest, insists upon telling them what they see also! 

Human immortality, too, he declares to be an 
“intuition.” Man himself sees. that he is immortal, 
and needs no revelation to assure him. In vain do 
Plato and Cicero lift’ their tall heads through the 
hoar of ages, and shout to him from afar that they 
have no such “ intuition ;” that’ they grope helplessly 
in the dark, seeking for the strone staffvotrsdme 
divine revelation 3 in vain do. Christian philoso- 
phers, Catholic and Protestant, ery out on every side 
that they have no such intuition; even his’ friend 
Emerson, at’ his very elbow, assures him that he has 

* It is most melancholy to see Mr. Parker's gross ignorance or gross 
nuisrepresentation of the doctrines and preaching of the, Church of our 
day; for example, he says, “The God of the popular theology retails 
agony and damns babies, paving his spacious hell with shulls of infants not 


@ span long.” (Sermons of Theism,’p. 279, preached in 1852.) Even 
the charity that believeth, hopeth, and endureth adj things, must brand 
this accusation as atrocious, 

+Comp. Platon. Phaedo, 99. D, Alcibiades II. 150, D, Rep. Lib. 
VI. 499. B. (Ea. Stalb.) Cie, Tuse, Quiest, I. 
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no such intuition, and that he expects to live after 
death only as he lived a thousand years before he 
was born; but Mr. Parker browbeats them all with 
the assertion that they all do believe, by “ instinctive 
intuition,” in personal immortality. 

He utters such ringing sentences in behalf of free 
thought that you think if you let him take you by 
the arm to lead you through the domains of theology 
“you may roam at will over hill and plain, filling your 
lungs with fresh oxygen at every breath; but the 
moment you start with him he slyly cramps your chest 
in the double corsets of his “ ¢ntwetions” and presump- 
tions, and then leads you along two or three straight 
turnpikes that he has laid out through the landscape ! 

I now proceed to show how Mr. Parker attacked 
the divinity of the Scriptures. The plan of attack and 
the weapons are mainly taken from De Wette. His 
great weapons were opinigns formed from philosophi- 
cal speculation. These opinions, dogmas, or presump- 
tions he calls upon us to accept as axioms in theology. 

1. Concerning God. God never has, never does, 
never will, never can work a miracle: “A theo- 
logical miracle is as ¢mpossible as a round triangle.” 
Of course it results then from this, as a corollary, 
that there is no such thing as inspiration or revela- 
tion in the Christian sense, for this would be a 
miracle, knowledge from a supernatural source. All 
the religions of the earth, true and false, have been 


invented by man. 


@ 


» 
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2. Concerning Man. Man commenced existence 
on this planet as a naked savage, just above the brute, 
and has been steadily progressing from that condition 
to the state in which we now behold him, He is 
able to work out his own destiny by use of his own 
faculties, without supernatural assistance. So he 
will continue to progress till he reaches that distant 
millennium where Mr. Parker’s god, the Absolute, 
will be the god, and Mr. Parker’s) rehgion the 
religion of the whole human race. 

3. Concerning the relation of God to Man. Man, 
as we find him, is what God meant he should be. 

I shall first show how he used these dogmas in his 
attack on the Bible, and, second, examine the 
dogmas themselves, 


I. If a man comes to the Scripture fully accepting 
these dogmas as axioms, it. is self-evident that he will 
look upon the Bible as a mass of absurdity, false- 
hood, and wickedness. Moses gives us an account 
of creation. ‘ Moses never could have known any- 
thing about the creation,” says Mr. Parker; “he did 
not see it, and no other man saw it to tell him, or to 
hand the tradition to him.” Mr.’ Parker says em- 
phatically : “No man can tell when, where, or -how 
the human race ever came into existence.” But 
Moses says: “Thus saith the ‘Lord unto me.” 
“Moses lies,” says Mr. Parker, “or was deceived,” 
and so in either case his veracity as a historian is 
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annihilated. So the whole Pentateuch is disposed 
of in a lump. It is true he brings to the investi- 
gation of these books much learned criticism, gleaned 
from many languages, ancient and modern; scien- 
tific, linguistic, archeeologic discoveries; classic rab- 
binic, talmudie lore; but all his learning moves in 
the narrow space between the leading strings of the 


> is on the one side, 


first two dogmas; “no meracles’ 
and ‘‘ indefinite human progress” on the other. 

Yet he often insinuates reasons for his conclusions, 
drawn from history, verbal criticism, etc.; when, if 
the reader will turn back to the Introduction, he will 
discover that none of these are honest reasons; the 
real reason he will find in an assumption there. For’ 
example, he tells the reader, dogmatically, that the 
style of the book of Deuteronomy proves it to have 
been written a thousand years after the age of Moses, 
and after some of the Jewish captivities. Now this 
seems to be a critical reason, drawn from some 
special phraseology or the like; but on examination 
we find that the style of portions of that book is too 
high to comport with his assumption of human prog- 
ress; but chiefly, those very captivities are there 
predicted, and the prediction he must suppose to 
have been written after the event, or admit the 
miracle of prophecy. So, following De Wette, he 
moves certain chapters of Deuteronomy a thousand 
years away from other’ chapters under the same 
author’s name, and which he admits Moses wrote. 
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The unwary would be led to believe that some mys- 
terious, learned research of Mr. Parker’s had made 
this havoc in the Pentateuch, when in reality it is 
these assumptions of his which blow the work into 
fragments scattered centuries apart ! 

Thus every book of Scripture is criticised. Here 
are whole chapters of Isaiah which plainly predict 
deliverance from the Babylonish captivity, chapters 
of Daniel which predict the conquests of ne 
and crimes of Antiochus Epiphanes; this is to Mr. 
Parker proof positive that these prophecies were 
written after the events prophesied, and he calls 
upon the reader to believe, on this evidence, that 
some lying scribes tampered with the works of Isaiah 
and Daniel, and added these chapters ages after 
these prophets were buried. He dogmatically states 
o the New Testament narratives aré writings of 

“very low historic credibility,” stuffed fall of fables 
and legends. As we read the statement, we imagine 
that Mr, Parker has found somewhere a whole maga- 
zine of new weapons with which to assail the New 
Testament history. We read on and are surprised to 
find that he has not discovered one new objection. 
He decides the New Testament history to be un- 
worthy of credit simply because it contains actounts 
of miracles; before opening the book, as a critic, he 
had settled it as a fact that God never wrought a 
miracle. It is a great mistake, then, to imagine that 
it requires any great learning or research to meet 
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Mr. Parker’s fundamental objections to the authority 
of the Scriptures. The whole subject, which might 
seem so vast and complicated, is narrowed down to 
the question whether the reader is prepared to admit 
Mr. Parker’s preliminary assumptions. 

In these assumptions he follows a school of Ger- 
man Rationalists, whose leader is already well-nigh 
forgotten in Germany; and in his other objections 
there is nothing original. It is a significant fact that 
Mr. Parker has spent twenty years in laboring, as he 
expresses it, to pull down this fetich which Protestants 
worship; that is, to annihilate the faith which Chris- 
tendom has in Scripture, but in all this warfare has 
not been able to lay his hand on one new weapon. 
I repeat it, I am, after careful study, unable to find 
that Mr. Parker has originated one objection to any 
portion of Scripture. All his objections have been 
presented before, and a great many of them pre- 
sented and disposed of ages before he was born. It 
is sad to see what pains he took to collect arguments 
against the authority of Scripture. He roamed 
through all the fields of literature to distill the poison 
of infidelity from every noxious weed ; he spread his 
drag-net over the foul marshes of German Rational- 
ism; he stirred in his caldron the mistakes, mistate- 
ments, scoffs and sneers of the infidelity of all ages, 
and gave the sediment of the abominable mixture to 
the American public;* but he originated nothing. 


* Disc. of Religion, passim ; Sermons of Theism, Introd. 
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He ean claim the honor of concentrating the virus 
from poisons furnished him by heathens, Jews, Mo- 
hammedans, and infidels of various lands and ages, 
to slay the authority of this book; but this is all the 
glory he can claim. Of all these old objections it is 
enough to say the Bible has triumphed over all of 
them once, and will do so still. Gibraltar will never 
be taken unless attacked with heavier metal and 
deadlier weapons than have ever assailed it yet, 
especially when it is stronger now than ever before. 

II. Thus much for these subsidiary objections. 
Let us now look at these dogmas which De Wette 
taught him, which are his real weapons. 

1. “A theological miracle is as impossible as a 
round triangle,” says Mr. Parker. This assumes 
altogether too intimate an acquaintance with the Al- 
mighty. ‘/mpossible” he says; has God ever told 
him just how much he can do? Or has Mr. Parker 
calculated or measured God’s power to a mathe- 
matical nicety, so that he is competent to tell the 
world just what he can and what he cannot do, as 
the newspapers tell just how much Dr. Winship can 
lift? He called God the Creator ;* was not creation 
a miracle? One moment man was not, the next 
moment man was. Is not this a miracle? And if 
there has been one miracle on this planet may there © 


* Yet he often verges toward the edge of Pantheism, and once or twice 
seems to call creation a development. 
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not have been a thousand? Special answers to 
prayer he would have deemed miraculous, and there- 
fore he disbelieved in prayer as it is taught in the 
Bible. He was not a man of prayer. Let me be 
understodd; he believed in and practiced adoration, 
but he did not believe in prayer.* He did not think 
that he or any other man ever need to pray. You 
find no exhortations to prayer in his discourses; he 
could not consistently exhort men to pray. Think 
of it! God never hears, never did hear, never can 
hear prayer! All this agony of fervent supplication, 
all these mighty wrestlings with the Infinite, of 
which the great and good of all ages tell us, all were 
but childish delusion! Abraham prayed, Moses 
prayed, David prayed, Paul prayed, Luther prayed, 
Newton prayed, Edwards prayed, Jesus Christ 
prayed. Shall I say it? it is dreadful, but I must: 
Mr. Parker looks down on them all with a pitying 
smile: ‘“ Poor, weak mortals, not advanced far enough 
in philosophy to see that God never hears, never can 
hear prayer!” But what a dreary universe is this 
where adamantine laws go crashing round eternally 
in iron grooves, and no God hears his children ery ! 
And what a dreary, dreadful God is this who woul: 
so make man that the choicest of his children would 
be thrilled with heavenly raptures by believing a lie} 


* “We cannot say that God is moved by special prayer of John or 
James; these human limitations are no more to be ascribed to God than 
the form of Reindeer or the shrewdness of Beaver.””—Dise. of Rel., p. 167. 
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a God sitting apart, afar, aloft, serene and cold, never 
melting at a human tear! Tell me, is this deity set 
up in Music Hall the god that is to steal the hearts 
of men and women from the God of the Bible, who, 
“like as a father pitieth his children, pitieth them 
that fear him ;” who watches the sparrow that falls, 
and asks us, “If ye then, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts unto your children, how much more 
shall your heavenly Father give his Holy epien to 
them that ask him ?’ 

2. Human sufliciency and progress. This is 
really the first assumption in another shape. I might 
object to this on grounds philosophical and historical, 
and I think conclusively disprove it, but I confine 
myself to the subject in its strictly religious aspect. 
“Man,” says he, “has invented all the religions of 
the earth, true and false; they are the natural 
growths of progressive human nature in various 
ages.” Now, notwithstanding all his assaults on the 
divinity of the Bible, he admits that it is much the 
best religious book in the world, and the Christian 
much the best religion. Now if this assumption be 
true, how does it come to pass that mankind came to 
a dead halt in religious progress nearly two thousand 
years ago? Mr. Parker himself is forced to point 
back to Christ as the summit of human progress ! 
Through these eighteen centuries and a half, he tells 
us, mankind have been on the steady march, physi- 
cally, intellectually, and religiously. Now they have 
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invented new arts, new weapons, new tools, new 
machines, new languages, new governments, new 
philosophies; they have discovered new kingdoms in 
nature, laid out new highways through the universe ; 
why have they not invented or discovered a new 
Bible and a new religion? Why must the aposties 
of progress themselves point backward all these ages 
to the highest type of religion in a character, in a 
book, and in a system? Mr. Parker felt the pressure 
of the question ; he saw that it annihilated his whole 
system if unanswered, and therefore he undertook 
the tremendous task of sketching the outline of a 
new religion, which he called “the absolute.” 
“The world is not ripe for it yet,” said he; “it is the 
religion of the future.” Alas! on what authority 
are we.to accept “the absolute,” as he presents it? 
On the authority of Mr. Parker’s indwitions. He 
draws the sword, and has’ been wielding it these 
twenty years to deliver the world from the dictum 
of the Bible, and gives us instead the dictum of 
his intuitions! Now if a dictum is to decide this 
matter, allow me to prefer the dictum of Jesus 
of Nazareth to the dictum of Theodore of Boston. 

3. Man is acceptable to God; the doctrine that 
God is ever angry with men, ever forgives sin, is a 
theological fable. Now if man is perfectly accept- 
able to the all holy God, certainly he ough’ to be to 
Mr. Parker.. If God is never angry with man, be- 
cause of his sins, certainly he ought never t6 have 
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been. Man, by his theory, on gory battle-fields, 
from jails, gibbets, and brothels, is still “on his way 
to all that is good and pure,” js literally “ working 
out his own salvation.” 

Why, then, did Mr. Parker lash himself into rage 
to attack the sins of rumsellers, kidnappers, slave- 
holders, slave-breeders; why make the rostrum ring 
and the press blaze with denunciations of these 
brethren of his who were simply “working out their , 
own salvation,” and “on their way to all that is good 
and pure?” If God is satisfied why should not he 
be? Why should he be squeamish and fastidious 
about selling babies by the pound, and burning up 
an inebriate’s vitals with “liquid damnation,” if the 
Judge of all the earth looks down well pleased? In 
fine, when Mr. Parker tells us what he: really 
believes about man’s nature and condition, all these 
lightnings of his indignation at the Fugitive Slave 
Bill, Kansas. outrages, kidnapping of Burns and 
Sims, change into the coruscations of harmless fire- 
works; there is the whizzing of wet powder and the 
dropping of a stick. 

Yet I doubt not for a moment Mr. Parkeyr’s sin- 
cerity in his tremendous invectives against these 
abominable sins. Like many other men, his feelings 
and acts directly contradict his speculations; he 
hated these sins with righteous hatred, and fought 
them valiantly, although giving the lie to his the- 
ology at every word and blow. Many a man’s life 
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is better than his speculations, yet his speculations 
may ruin thousands. The poison of error may take 
one generation to show its fatal virus. An emi- 
nent Unitarian clergyman* claims that Mr. Parker is 
the legitimate child of Unitarianism, yet how would 
Channing have abhorred the Parkerism of to-day! 

It will sound strange to some to say that this bold 
champion of free thought promulgated a theological 
theory which bound the human mind as helplessly as 
it was ever fettered by the most rigid predestinarian 
or the sternest fatalist. Yet it iseven so. He taught 
that God had so made man that man would neces- 
sarily fulfill God’s purposes, that man could not resist 
God’s will; sin, by his theory, is impossible. God’s 
resistless power and goodness, he taught, insure the. 
final happiness of every human being. If man can- 
not sin, if he must be happy, then he is not free. This 
theology speaks of God’s power exerted upon human 
souls as if they were made of wood or stone, and 
could be moulded like dead material. It looks on 
the whole human race like a vast factory, planned 
to weave a fabric of a certain pattern, where the 
looms and spindles are human thoughts and wills, 
and God’s,power the resistless driving wheel. Man 
thus becomes a mere cog on a wheel of the machine 
of the universe. 

As Mr. Parker denies all revelation, except in 
that accommodated sense in which Cosmos and the 


* Rev. James Freeman Clarke, 
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Principia may be called revelations, what account 
has he to give of the deep craving of this human 
child to hear from its Father, the long prayer for 
light that rolls up from all the literature of the hea- 
thens? He throws our Bible down among the Shas- 
ters and Vedas, and what does he give us instead ¢ 
He puts out the lights that God has kindled, and 
what torch has he to give us? How we came here 
we know not; he tells us we cannot know; whither 
we are going we know not, only so far as our eyes 
can see! No light from beyond, no prayer-hearing 
God; a cold, inflexible absolute, compressing us in 
its icy arms; but no Father to hold our infant hand 
as we totter on in the first steps of this mysterious 
being! A plan of salvation? Man needs none; he 
must save himself, if saved at all. Forgiveness? It 
is an impossibility; there is none in the universe, 
There is no help or hope for a being who has violated 
law but to work out the penalty; no mercy in God’s 
government! The Cross, whose light and _ heat 
stream through human history, in whose radiance we 
thread safely the labyrinths of Providence, or at least 
see how we may one day do so; the Cross toward 
which, in all lands, human hearts turn and open as 
flowers to the sun; the Cross is dragged down, and 
what is reared in its place? N othing. Parkerism 
tells‘us we need nothing. God never spoke to the 
race. He never commissioned prophet, apostle, or 
Redeemer to reveal his will. Not a word of sym- 
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pathy for the suffering race has ever dropped from 
the brazen heavens. We behold the noblest of the 
sons of men straining their eyes and ears to catch a 
gleam, to hear a sound from the other world, and Mr. 
Parker looks on and sneers at their weakness! Plato 
said: “ We must wait patiently until some one, either 
a God or some inspired man, teach us our moral and 
religious duties, and, as Pallas, in Homer, did to 
Diomed, remove the darkness from our eyes.” And 
again expresses the mysterious hope that “ there had 
existed in the immense past some people who had 
possession of a true philosophy by divine inspiration, 
(&« tTLv0¢ Oeiac émuTVvdLac GAnOvvy ptAcoodia,) or that they 
might perhaps now exist 7 some obscure part of the 
barbarian land,” but Mr. Parker looks with serene 
indifference upon the gift for which Plato longed. 
All these glimmering traditions of primitive revela- 
tion, whose scattered embers the noblest of the hea- 
then sages gathered together from far lands with 
painful toil, and blew for a little light, and over the 
feeble sparks shouted, crying, ‘Ha! I have seen the 
fire,” this apostle of absolute religion spurns with 
his foot as lying legends or childish superstitions. 
Absolute religion—that which every man can dis- 
cover for himself—this is all we have or can have; 
and he is weak in the head or diseased in the heart 
who asks for anything more. Who is this that so 
comfortably draws infallible conclusions where Plato 


ip 
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and Cicero failed, and cried for aid in despair? Who 
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is this that enters the sacred cell of Socrates, and as 
the childlike sage sits on the bedside, with his dis- 
ciples at his feet, listening tearful and breathless, 
while the sun yet lingers on the mountains, as he 
gives them the reason of the hope that is in him, by 
weaving together the vague and distorted traditions 
of primitive revelations, singing them as a swan- 
song, to keep his heart strong in that fearful hour-— 
who is this that enters and sneers at the scene that is 
graven on the heart of the world? Let it change 
our indignation to pity, as we see that it is he who 
“drops a tear for the weakness” of Jesus Christ {% 
But with all these errors he aimed mighty blows 
at the popular sins of our age. He attacked sing 
that had grown venerable, that were intrenched in 
the government, trade, commerce, politics, literature, 
public opinion, and, alas !*in the Church of our age; 
he attacked them with fervid eloquence, invincible 
logic, and irrefragible facts, Especially he fought 
persistently the pet sin of the American people— 
negro slavery. How sad will be that page of the 
history of the American Church that will tell how 
on the sultry cotton-field, and in the pestilent rice- 
swamp, many a perishing son of toil sought for the 
star of Bethlehem above the Melodeon and the 
Music Hall! But, alas! in drawing his bow upon 
these sins he shot his arrows through the most vital 
interests of humanity. While lopping off boughs 
* See Methodist Quarterly Review for July, 1859, p. 458. 
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here and there from the great Upas of human sin, 
he yet watered the roots of the same accursed tree. 
He lifted the ax against the branches with bold and 
sturdy stroke, yet plied the spade about the roots. 

In three modes he seriously hindered reform in 
America. (1.) He shook man’s faith in prayer, which 
alone can keep the heart of the reformer cheerful, 
sweet, and strong.* (2.) He shook man’s faith in the 
Bible, from which all modern reforms have rolled. 
(3.) He weakened man’s sense of s¢n, furnishing men 
with a ready-made apology for the crimes against 
which he fought, drugging the conscience with the 
opiates of his theology, while he struck at it with the 
goad of his ethics. While he spoke one sharp word 
against a special sin, he spoke ten against the possi- 
bility of any sin. His theology kills the air, so that 
true reform cannot live there. And we are to re- 
member that he never forgot that he was a preacher, 
a preacher of a religion which he expected would 
supplant the Christianity of the New Testament. He 
ever kept his mark in view, and whatever it might 
transfix on the way, the arrow was aimed at Bible 
Christianity. When we see, then, that fundamental 
error permeated and poisoned all his works, not- 
withstanding the courage and even sublime fury of 
his assault on mighty sins, we are forced to regard 

* Man, when he resteth and assureth himself upon Divine protection 


and favor, gathereth a force and a faith which human nature itself could 
not obtain.—Lacon’s Lssay on Atheism. : 
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his career, on the whole, as a backward eddy in the 
great onsweeping current of human reform. 

The fire is trying, and shall try his work. It will 
melt away mountains of dross, but it will leave here 
and there jewels and gold. Here was a giant who 
Hung himself against the Bible; he had better have 
dashed his body against a rock of adamant; yet he 
will do the truth good service in the end, for he will 
help to demonstrate that it is invincible. The great 
work of his life is a failure; it will not follow him far ; 
it staggers already, shot through with arrows from 
Truth’s quiver; but his minor works, wrought by the 
way, shall follow his memory forever. Bible truth 
will stand on a firmer basis in human conscience and 
consciousness because of his assault, though, alas! 
for this he can claim no reward ; while now that that 
arm lies nerveless and that restless brain moulders 
beneath the classic soil of Italy, many a tear will 
drop for him in humble homes which his charity has 
blessed ; many a respectable sinner will breathe more 
freely, as he thinks that that bow is unstrung whence 
sped those galling shafts; many a fugitive, fleeing with 
his life in his hand and his eye on the star, will feel his 
heart sink as he marks the light grow dim; fora bright 
ray is quenched out of that polar star; and many a hum- 
ble Christian will ferven tly pray against that life-work 
of his that soon shall die, while he will rejoice and be 
glad in the way-side works that shall never die, the 
works that forever shall follow Theodore Parker. 


DEE. 


THE CHARACTER AND CAREER OF 


THEODORE PARKER. 


A SERMON PREACHED IN THE HARVARD-STREET METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH, CAMBRIDGE, MASS., JUNE 10, 1860. 


By GCrDR ER TW AV EN. 


Des GC oOS URS Up 


How ARE THE MIGHTY FALLEN, AND THE WEAPONS OF WAR PERISHED. 
—2 Samuel i, 27. 

For MANY WALK, OF WHOM I HAVE TOLD You OFTEN, AND NOW TELL 
YOU EVEN WEEPING, THAT THEY ARE THE ENEMIES OF THE OROSS OF 
Curist,—Philippians iii, 18. 

In presuming to speak on the character and career 
of Theodore Parker, I trust no one will suppose that 
I am indifferent to the feelings of those, whose bleed- 
ing hearts yet pour forth their tides of sorrow on his 
bier. With the greatest reluctance I have taken my 
eyes from like visions of death to turn them upon 
thisduty. I respect that heart that has been moving, 
sad and solitary, over the dark waters, returning to 
its homeless home. Most earnestly do I pray that 
the everlasting arms of her Divine Redeemer may be 
underneath and round about her in this hour of un- 
speakable anguish. But if I have the feelings of a 
man, I have also those of a minister of Jesus Christ, 
and I should be unfaithful to my Master and my 
mission did I allow'this event to pass unnoticed. It 
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may be said, is it not a sign of timidity to discuss the 
public teachings of a man after he is dead, whom you 
refused to meet when living? Is not this the carnival 
of hyenas over the dead lion whose living presence 
they carefully shunned? If any friend of his, or 
friend of fair play, has entertained such a thought, 
let him suppress it instantly. There has been no 
fearing or fleeing the conflict with this able man in 
the pride of his earthly strength. Not a Christian 
pulpit but has examined and answered, more or legs 
fully, his statements of doctrine. He himself, well 
aware of this, says among his latest utterances to his 
congregation: “I knew I was coming to a thirty 
years’ war, should I live so long, and I had enlisted 
till the fight should be over: ; I did not know how 
terrible the contest must be. You remember how 
the Churches roared at us.” 

But another class of objectors may say, ‘Since he 
is dead, let him alone. Do not pursue his flying 
spirit as it goes up, trembling and astonished, before 
the Lamb of God, who is his all- merciful, yet all- 
righteous judge.” So wedo. We enter not that court 
whither he has gone to be judged according to the 
deeds done in the body. We ask not for its decision, 
for we know it will perfectly agree with love and 
holiness, with the real, the supreme decision of his 
own soul. It is not under the stimulus of a malign 
spirit, not with a prurient curiosity of the unseen and 
eternal, not with a vampire lust for desecrating the 
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dead, that we undertake the painful but irrepressible 
duty. Mr. Parker was a public teacher of religion. 
He set up his god beside the God of Christianity and 
the Bible, and he called on all men to fall down and 
worship it. 

He was the incarnation of the skepticism of the 
age. The revulsion of the unsanctified heart at the 
duties, and then, and therefore, at the truths, of the 
Christian religion, has embodied itself in various 
forms of unbelief. Yet none of these has any advo- 
cate that will compare with him for force and full- 
ness of character. All of them naturally look to 
him as the consummate flower of their favorite tree. 
He is by far the ablest opponent that the Gospel has 
ever seen in this nation. His influence has gone out 
over the seas, and is mighty to-day in England and 
Continental Europe, in the conflict which is there 
raging between Christ and Antichrist.* 

Having this position; the foremost man in America, 
in opposition to the teachings of the word and the 


* Jt may be asked if the position ascribed to Mr. Parker in this para- 
graph, as well as in one or two at the close of the discourse, is merited, when 
Mr. Emerson, whose genius is of a much rarer quality, and is touched to 
much finer issues, is equally tainted with the leprosy ofjskepticism. Our 
view is based on this consideration: Mr. Emerson has not, except in a 
few of his earliest efforts, sought to defend infidelity, or to overthrow 
Christianity, He introduces the subject of religion incidentally, and al- 
ways in subordination to the main topic of discourse. He is, as he him- 
self asserts, ‘‘like ‘ the air, a chartered libertine,’ ’? wandering over this as 
over other demesnes, without undertaking set warfare for or against, its 
legitimate or illegitimate contestants. Far different is the course of Mr, 


Parker. 
6 
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Son of God, we cannot let his form disappear from 
among us, his voice and pen cease to wage their vig- 
orous war on this fierce-fought field, without pausing 
in the conflict to consider the qualities, good and bad, 
which he possessed ; the weapons which he had, direct 
from God, wonderful for beauty, strength, and sharp- 
ness; and the dreadful assaults he made with them 
upon the Lord and upon hig Church. We shall 
seek to draw from his career the lessons which truth 
and charity teach, and trust that what we shall say 
will commend itself to every man’s conscience, in this 
assembly, in the sight of God, as we are conscious it 
is said by us without the least bitterness of spirit 
toward him whose character and works we are con- 
sidering. 

Theodore Parker had many excellent original 
traits. The grace of God in Jesus Christ had done 
much for that lad that played in the Lexington 
meadows, that bent studiously over the great masters 
of human thought, and speech, and life, appreciating, 
even in those youthful years, the richness of their 
immortal genius. These traits of character appeared 
in all his life, though, through the perverting influ- 
ence of a false system of faith, they show less brightly 
in his later days, and made him often seem “like an 
archangel ruined.” 


I. The first of these original gifts was a love for 
nature; he ever delighted in the glory with which 
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comes and goes the year. He might have almost sat 
for that portrait which Wordsworth has drawn, of 
the influence of this outer world on the growing 


soul : 

“Nor did he fail, 
While yet a child, with a child’s eagerness, 
Incessantly to turn his ear and eye 
On all things which the moving seasons brought 

‘ To feed such appetite; nor this alone 

Appeased his yearning ; in the after day 
Of boyhood, many an hour in caves forlorn, 
And ’mid the hollow depths of naked crags, 
He sat, and even in their fixed lineaments— 
Or from the power of a peculiar eye, 
Or by creative feeling overborne, 
Or by predominance of thought oppressed— 
Even in their fixed and steady lineaments, 
He traced an ebbing and a flowing mind, 


Expression ever varying.” 

Though he lacked the subtile, penetrative power 
of Emerson’s perceptions of this outer world, the 
spiritual insight of Wordsworth, and above all the 
pious, Christian vision of Ruskin and Cowper, it is 
still a worthy trait of his character, and has had 


much to do with his mastery over men. 


II. Another trait more noticeable, first and last, 
and not less commendable, was his love for learning. 
He separated himself early that he might inter- 
meddle with all wisdom. He was a devourer of 
books, and of the best books. Great stories are told 
by his friends of the breadth and fullness of his 
learning, and he has been placed by them on the 
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topmost height of scholarship. Though his works do- 
not confirm this testimony, and though we suppose 
many equals can be found in Europe and America, 
and some superiors, we still rejoice to commend this 
excellent trait. We are glad that he had this insatia- 
ble thirst of the soul; we are glad that he slaked it at 
the best springs; and if the stream as it poured from 
him lacked often that sweet taste of heavenly wisdom 
which it had in its original fountain, we rejoice that 
he never gloried in ignorance, never turned his 
weapons against sound and profound learning. In 
this day, when multitudes are ruined by the broken 
victuals of the daily press, or by the poisons of a 
frivolous and a satanic literature, we hail any exam- 
ple, from any quarter, of real, honest, hard study of 
the best thinkers in the great tongues of man. Theo- 
dore Parker has this honor, I have no doubt that 
he was one of the most and one of the best learned 
men in this country. I trust his example of poverty 
struggling with ignorance, and subduing it, will not 
be lost on his admirers or hig foes, Christ has noth- 
ing to fear from learning. His Church never has 
feared it, she never will. He who is the Wisdom of 
God ever sees that the rightful use of all the little 
learning of earth will but bring its possessors to see Him 
the more clearly, and see in his doctrines the laws and 
Jearning of the infinite God. And though Mr. Parker 
_ failed to bring all his treasures and lay them at the 
feet of Christ, though he the rather expended them 
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in making war upon him, still the acquisition of 
them, and the spirit out of which that proceeded, are 
worthy of all praise, a praise not churlishly withheld, 


not grudgingly given. 


IJ. A third noticeable feature in his character 
was his love for man. Although this is set forth by 
his admirers as his chief trait of excellence, it was 
the weakest of them. It was the youngest and the 
smallest of all those attributes that contributed to his 
fame. Love of man, in whatever form of humanita- 
rian activity it may have been manifested, was not a 
marked feature in his public or private life till long 
after the qualities to which I have referred, and the 
one that I shall mention, had been largely developed. 
He recognized this himself, and in his autobiography 
confesses that his love for humanity was of much 
later growth than his love of nature, or books, or 
religion. With some souls this is the first, the 
devouring passion; over some may Leigh Hunt’s 
inscription be properly placed as expressing their 
earliest, latest, strongest feeling: “‘ Write me as one 
that loves his fellow-men.” Such a lover of his 
fellow-men was Howard; such a lover, natural and 
untiring, with all his faults, is William Lloyd Gar- 
rison. All the other traits of a great soul seem 
swallowed up in this in such men. To love their 
neighbor as themselves is, with them, to love the 
Lord their God with all their heart. Theodore 
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Parker had no such congenital or youthful passion ; 
and consequently not until he ascended the loftier 
stage of a metropolitan theater, not until he saw that 
his religious dogmas would utterly fail of producing 
the effect he desired, unless they were dissolved in 
the wine of a popular humanitarianism, did he 
appear on the platform as an advocate of great 
reforms. 

He never heartily joined the great temperance 
movement. It is true he spoke earnestly and early 
against the abuse of intoxicating drinks, but never in 
favor of legal prohibition, never in fayor of indi- 
vidual total abstinence. He says in his autobi- 
ography: “TI have not accepted the opinion of lead- 
ing temperance men, that the use of intoxicating 
drinks is in itself a moral and physical evil; I found 
they had not only a medical, but also a dietetic 
use to serve.” Thus he gave in his adhesion to the 
regular use of these base stimulants. Of course he 
would say, as he has: “I do not like the present 
legal mode of treating the vice, thinking it rests on a 
false principle.” He is therefore no early or later 
advocate of that personal and social reform, second 
only to the antislavery in importance and. activity, 
by which individual man is to be free from the curse 
of a terrible appetite, and society is to aid him in his 
struggles, by the legal suppression of the temptation. 
It has been truly said that’ the regular violation of 
this greatest law of our commonwealth, in its greatest 
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city, is due in no slight degree to his careful silence 
or more careful speech. 

But if he,was thus indifferent to the great crime 
of his city and the great ruin of its citizens, he made 
up for it, you may say, by his faithfulness on the 
subject of slavery. We shall not rob him of any of 
his laurels won in that conflict. We shall not deny 
that he brought great abilities to this cause, and that 
he used them with great faithfulness. Yet let us not 
also fail to remember that his adhesion to it was not 
given early, nor till after many another hero had 
attacked the evil, and some had perished in the assault. 
Mr. Phillips confesses that Mr. Parker did not join 
their ranks till a late day. And Mr. Parker himself 
declares that it was not till he came to Boston that 
he publicly identified himself with this cause. Hé 
says: “For some years, while busied with theo- 
logical matters, and laying the metaphysic founda- 
tion of my own scheme, I took no public part in 
the antislavery movement outside of my own little 
village. But when J became your minister, I have 
seldom entered your pulpit without remembering 
that you and I lived in a land whose Church-mem- 
bers are not more numerous than its slaves; as many 
communing with God by bread and wine, so many 
communing with man by chains and whips; and that 
not only the state, press, and market, but also the 
Church, takes a Southside view of slavery, as indeed 
she does of each other wickedness presently popular 
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and of good report.” Let it be noticed here that his 
first public efforts for the slave were not made till 
long after he had become famous for his religions 
notions as an author, as well as a preacher. Let it 
also be noticed that as he began, so he never ceased to 
use his antislavery sword to smite down the Church 
as well as the slaveholder; that by a most unfair, 
unmanly, unrighteous conjunction, he ever presented 
the whole Church as silent before the master, or in 
active league with him, putting slaves: and Church 
members in connection, as though the latter were 
the sole holders of the former. And yet, let it also 
be remembered, that some of Mr. Garrison’s earliest 
friends and supporters were prominent ministers and 
members of Christian Churches, In 1835, ten years 
before Parker appeared on the public stage as an 
abolitionist, an offer of ten thousand dollars reward 
was published in the Milledgeville Union for the 
head of an orthodox clergyman of New York city. 
In 1836 a Committee of Vigilance in Louisiana 
offered fifty thousand dollars reward for the head of 
Arthur Tappan, a Presbyterian Christian; and the 
same year a like reward was offered by an Alabama 
committee for Mr. Tappan and Rev. Mr. Sunderland, 
then a faithful and godly Methodist minister, and 
who was arousing their ire simply because, as a 
Methodist Christian, he was uttering the truth to hig 
brethren. Ten years, too, before hig ° adhesion, 
another Methodist minister and thirteen brave Chris- 
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tian associates seized this wolf of hell, which had 
stolen into the fold of the Church, and commenced 
that great fight which has been carried on in our 
Church for twenty-four years, until within a few 
weeks she has, by an immense majority, publicly 
expelled the fiend from her midst. A minister also_ 
of the Congregational Church had died for the slave 
in a Maryland dungeon ; another minister of the 
same Church had died for him on the Hlinois prairies, 
while Mr. Parker was busy with his metaphysic 
scheme, with which he was going to annihilate Chris- 
tianity, and introduce the glorious reign of faith in 
that modest man whom he, before this, had publicly 
declared to be the superior of Jesus Christ. 

While therefore we grant that in his later life he 
did use his strength against this giant, we cannot 
fail to remember that it was after the great conflict 
had been raging for more than fifteen years; after 
the Methodist Church had been rent into three parts 
by the activity of this sentiment; after a national 
party had been formed and twice thrown its votes 
in a Presidential election; after scores of religious 
papers, hundreds of ministers, and thousands upon 
thousands of Church members had joined the grow- 
ing army of freedom. Let it be remembered that 
the Church, which he so cordially hated, and whose 
universal alliance with this abomination he so con- 
stantly asserted, was the first body to which Mr. 
Garrison appealed in the beginning of his war, and 
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the first that responded. I have before me as I 
write a pamphlet containing the constitution of the 
New England Antislavery Society, adopted in 1832, 
containing an address to the public by Mr. Garrison ; 
in which pamphlet is a vote of the society “ that a 
copy of the same be presented to every clergyman 
in New England, earnestly soliciting his co-operation 
in promoting the objects of the society.’ Mr. 
Parker was not a settled minister till five years 
after this, and so was not favored with this invita- 
tion. But others were and responded. How heart- 
ily, let Channing and Pierpont, let Phelps.and Leay- 
itt and Torrey, let Scott and Crandall and Bridge, 
and a host of others answer. Not till Mr. Garrison 
abandoned the word of God did they abandon him, 
and then they only clave the closer to the cause. 
Dr. Channing’s great name and influence were pub- 
licly and totally devoted to this work, in the feebleness 
of years and infirmities, while the young and vigor- 
ous Mr. Parker, who says that. “then it was easier to 
run than to walk and to leap than to run,” almost 
totally careless of the cry of the slave or of his 
rescuer, was distilling poisons from German infidelity 
wherewith to afterward slay a multitude of souls. 
Had not Mr. Garrison been blinded by sympathy 
with his theological errors, he would never have 
given this tardy son of his in the evangel of 
abolitionism, a higher place in its shames and 
Services than he accords to Joshua Leavitt, Wil- 
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liam Ellery Channing, Orange Scott, or Charles T. 
Torrey. 

We have dwelt at some length on this assertion 
of his friends, because it is put forth as his chief 
claim on the public approval. It is a cloak to cover 
his deadly arms. We do not doubt his general 
humanity, but we say that he was not eminent for 
that grace. It was in a different sphere that he 
naturally shone. Another passion was the all-de- 
vouring greed of his soul. He was pre-cminently a 
teacher of religion, a setter forth of strange gods. 
The cause of the poor, of the ignorant, of the in- 
ebriate, of the slave, was treated almost as seldom in 
Music Hall as in Park-street. They were the occa- 
sional stimulants of a jaded appetite, the side dishes 
to the regular service of infidel dogmas. 


TV. Let us notice then his last trait, natural and 
commendable, though, more than all the rest, woe- 
fully perverted; it was a love for religion. Many 
men crush out their religious nature. Many forget 
that they have a God, and that any living ties can 
bind their souls to him. Not so with Theodore 
Parker. Fearfully, fatally as he used this gift, we 
are glad to say that he never denied, he never forgot 
it. He was a religious child, youth, man. He says: 
“Tn my early boyhood I felt I was to be a minister, 
and looked forward with eager longings for the work 
to which I still think my nature itself an effectual 
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call, certainly a deep one and a continuous.” He 
tells us also how the religious element predominated 
in him in those earliest days, making him examine 
and, as he affirms, “ settle” great questions of doc- 
trine and duty before he was seven years old. His 
early and later years all tended to this end. And 
it is as a teacher of religion that he is chiefly known 
at the present, that he will be exclusively known in 
the future. In this character, therefore, we shall 
chiefly consider him. ; 

We have said that to love religion, to be devoted 
to the great subject of the relation of man to God, 
is in the abstract ennobling. He who thus exercises 
himself is’ certain of reaching the ultimate of his 
being, either in a good or evil direction. As all 
lesser humanities—feeding the fainting, teaching the 
ignorant, comforting the mourning, disappear beside 
those greatest social duties, the giving of liberty to 
the enslaved and of life to the dying; as all lesser 
inhumanities—forgery, theft, slander, disappear beside 
the crowning iniquities of slaveholding and murder, 
so all other exercises of a man’s nature, philanthropic 
or misanthropic, blessed or baneful, are absorbed and 
disappear in that greatest question, How does he 
treat his Maker ? 

Theodore Parker, by the grace of God in our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, was susceptible to religious 
emotions very early and very deeply. When most 
boys have so feeble impressions on these themes that 
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their later memories do not contain them, his were 
‘so vivid and powerful that they ever after abode with 
him, not only as influences, but even as decrees. He 
never set aside the decisions of that boyish brain. 
Two misfortunes gave their combined fatality to 
this childish pietism: One, the errors of the Calvin- 
istic systein of faith, which was the only orthodox 
one that surrounded that childhood, and which then, 
in consequence of its controversy with Tnitarianism, 
was exhibiting those more revolting features which, 
in these days, have almost entirely disappeared from 
the public teachings of its advocates, and, we gladly 
add, from their private faith. The other was the 
prevalence of Unitarianism, which was then much 
less biblical in its language concerning the person of 
Christ, the work of Christ, the natural and gracious 
condition of man than it is now. In its corporate 
expression it now largely uses the evangelical terms, 
we hope with the evangelical meaning. This errone- 
ous evangelism, and this fresh and powerful non- 
evangelism, rushed together on the childish soul of 
this sensitive lad, and swept it along in the resultant 
orbit of their contrary forces. But while their early 
bias was thus injurious, it should be said, in their 
justification, that as he emerged from the influence 
of these creeds and years—as his mind went abroad 
from present and local disputes, and took in the 
whole range of doctrines in earth and time—as he 
drank from the springs of Christianity and from its 
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streams that flow down through the ages, and which, 
in spite of the poisons with which ‘Antichrist has’ 
sought to fill them, yet retain their original sweetness 
and vigor to every truly thirsty soul—instead of let- 
ting their flavor remove the bitterness of this early 
taste, instead of letting the greater lights that roge 
upon him correct the mistakes of that twilight hour, 
he only used them to add bitterness to bitterness, 
darkness to Yarkness. His early creed is frankly 
given in his autobiography, his later none the less SO. 
The progeny is worse than the parent; it is Sin 
bringing forth Death. His creed at seven years of 
age and thereabout was first, he says, a denial of 
“eternal damnation and a wrathful God.” “Long 
since,” he adds, that is, long before this seventh year, 
“the doctrine of the Trinity had gone the same 
road.” Then followed a denial of the supernatural 
birth of Jesus Christ, a doctrine then held by the 
Unitarians, though they denied his divinity. Then 
came difficulties with the miracles; “some seemed 
impossible, others ridiculous, and a few were wicked.” 
The wicked and ridiculous ones he does not specify. 
The total rejection of miracles was not attained by 
the childish doctor of theology. The whole universe 
into whose midst he had just entered seemed too 
much of a miracle for him to limit then the power 
of God. Nor was it till after many years and many 
struggles that he succeeded in utterly slaying this 


life of God in his soul. “Then, too,” he Says, 


OF THEODORE PARKER. 95 


* 


“though I had no belief in the plenary, infallible, 
verbal inspiration of the whole Bible, and had strong 
doubts as to the miraculous inspiration of any part 
of it, yet in the whole matter of inspiration I lacked 
clear and definite ideas.” This was his creed of 
childish and youthful unbelief, a creed, it will be 
noticed, consisting entirely of negatives—not a posi- 
tive article in it. He believed in no hell, no Trinity, 
no supernatural birth of Christ, no cettain miracle, 
no perfect Bible. What Lowell says of his Unitarian 
foes is equally true of him at this period of his life: 


“Wis belief’s a believing in nothing at all.” 


The religious lad and youth had no direct religions 
culture. Admiration of the just and the right, the 
good and the beautiful, as he declares, is not neces- 
sarily religious. Unless we seek and see these in God, 
unless we feel our nature blending with His through 
these powers, it is only human, finite goodness and 
justice that we feed upon. Thus this most religious 
of youth was feeding his hungry and capacious soul 
on the husks of mere negatives ; thus was he building 
walls between his heart and his Redeemer, rather 
than resting and growing in His grace and truth. 
His later years developed the points of this early 
creed, which had been too profound for his childish 
powers. The doctrine of the Trinity, though shad- 
owed forth in every religion of the world, never rose 
to plague its youthful destreyer. The miracles gave 
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way to a formula which satisfied the soul seeking 
their destruction, and became subjects of ceaseless 
ridicule. The Bible also took its place beside or 
below the writings of man, and was to the last the 
butt of his bitterest jibe, or, if occasionally adopted, 
embraced as Jesus by Judas, only eS it ae be 
the more surely murdered. 

We shall not trace the steady growth of his mind 
in error; we wish only to show you how surely the 
law of God has its appointed way, no less in the soul 
of the skeptic and in the life of the debauchee than 
in the mind and heart of the devout believer. How 
he who rejects the glorious Gospel of the blessed 
God, who spurns with haughty sneer the humiliation 
of the Cross, who holds himself erect and irreverent 
before the awful form of the Divine Sacrifice and 
Saviour, inevitably rushes to the most open and terri- 
ble blasphemies against the Lord and against his Christ. 

We shall dwell, therefore, on the latest expressions 
of this impiety, pointing you to its dreadful fruits as 
they hang on this once fair and excellent tree. See 
this Saul, this once beloved child of God, anointed 
with the atoning blood of the Great Redeemer, heir 
of the covenant graces of many generations of Puri- 
tan ancestry, at last, like him whose fate was uttered 
in the words of our text, apparently abandoned of 
that Spirit against whom he had strove so long, left 
by that incarnate God whose claims he had so bitterly 
and faithfully resisted, exhibiting with great talents 
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such a perversion of them as made every Christian, 
yea, every sinner, even those of his own household 
of unbelief, shrink back shudderingly from the 
spectacle. 

The student of his life will notice a marked change 
in it at the period of the great revival. Before that 
he had contented himself with only occasional 
and exceptional thrusts at the Scriptures and the 
Church. He had usually treated the Saviour with a 

* measure of respect, though ascribing to him errors 
_ and sins, and sometimes asserting his own equality 
with, and even superiority to him. Still the burden 
of his. discourses, though irreverent, was not malig- 
nant. He had evidently been more anxious to build 
up his own “ metaphysice scheme” than to tear down 
the edifice of divine truth as it isin Jesus. But then 
the Spirit of God strove with him.. He was pros- 
trated with the incipient attacks of the disease which 
has just laid him in the dust. He heard of the great 
work of grace. He knew that prayers were going 
up from a great multitude for his conversion. He 
heard that prayer-meetings were held especially for 
this object. Every force, human and divine, was 
brought to bear on that intelligent, sensitive man, 
and every force, human and divine, was opposed, was 
overcome. ‘The love, the holiness, the justice of God 
‘in the face of Jesus Christ, was spurned by the reso- 
‘Jute soul. He said of his Saviour, “I will not have 
this man to rule over me . In perfect freedom, in 


' 


98 THE CHARACTER AND GAREER 


perfect consciousness of freedom, he resisted, he 
repelled the Holy Spirit of God, the Holy Gospel of 
Christ. God let him creep off of that sick couch, let 
him express his feelings in his chosen way, let him 
read them to a great multitude, and thereby show 
how great had been his privileges, how great his fall. 
I risk nothing in saying that the whole compass of 
infidel literature has nothing more blasphemous than 
the three discourses delivered in the spring of the 
year 1858, entitled, “A False and True Revival of * 
Religion,” “False and True Theology,” and “The 

Revival of Religion that we need.” The first two 

are overflowing with the bitterest hatred of Christ 

and his cause. The keenest sarcasm points the boldest 

slander. The doctrines, the usages of the Church are 

lampooned. The tender and even melting mood of 

‘Christians is mocked at. In his congregation un- 

doubtedly were many who felt then the striving of 

the Spirit of God, and it is not too much to say that 

the biting, burning, Mephistophelian words that 

poured from that desk upon their softening hearts, 

hardened them to their eternal ruin. 

We shrink from quoting any of these terrible say- 
ings of Satan, yet perhaps your minds and hearts are 
so fortified that a few of the spent arrows may be 
submitted to your inspection. The deadly animus of 
the ‘discourses, the gall and wormwood in which 
each sentence and sentiment is steeped, cannot be. 
extracted and exhibited here; only a thrust here and 
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there of diabolical swiftness and sharpness, only a 
few fangs of the serpent, now poisonous, shall we 
presume to place before you, and these more, much 
more in sorrow than in anger. 

He states in terms of the harshest irreverence some 
of the cardinal truths which the Gospel asserts, and 
every human nature, even his own, spontaneously 
affirms. Yet he states them without corresponding 
truths, which as much belong to them as light to dark- 
ness—as life to death. The just displeasure of God 
with sin—a fact that no man dare deny from his vision 
of his own conscience, that spirit of God in man—this 
just displeasure, sometimes in Scriptures called wrath 
and anger, but always coupled with an infinite long- 
ing for the salvation of sinners, he profanely separates 
from its scriptural counterpart, and speaks of us as 
believing ‘‘in a capricious, changeable and wrathfal 
God, damning men by the hundred million, paving 
his wide hell with the skulls of babies not a span 
long, their parents racked above that fiery floor.” 
And yet let us pause to notice, that he who thus here 
and elsewhere ridicules the Bible doctrine of the 
“wrath of God,” has himself said in his autobiog- 
raphy: ‘The wrathful emotions are also an ¢ntegral 
part of humanity, and with both nations and individ- 
uals have an indispensable function to perform, which 
must sometimes be with violence and even with shed- 
ding aggressive blood.” If so, how does he know 
that they are not an “integral part” of Deity, and 
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“indispensable” to the preservation of his moral uni- 
verse against ageressing sinners on earth and in hell. 


But the holy, awful justice of God is never separated 


from his love, nor his love from his justice—never, 
never. 

The discourse on the “ False and True Revival of 
Religion” abounds in narratives written solely to hold 
up to ridicule the great work of regeneration——a 
series of pictures, here, of a divine fact, there, 
of a human excrescence, both caricatured, and both 
turned against the cause of Christ. After setting at 
naught that great and solemn work of grace, he dares 
to say: “The work is said to be a miraculous 
outpouring of the Holy Ghost, the direct interposi- 
tion of God. You look a little more closely, and you 
will find the whole thing has been carefully got up 
with the utmost pains.” And he then proceeds to 
state a succession of greatest untruths concerning the 
course of the servants of the Most High God in that 
hour of their faithfulness and their reward. We can- 
not quote its pages, full to overflowing with the most 
malignant statements. He hates the Church with a 
perfect hatred. ‘No institution in America,” he 
says, “is more corrupt than her Churches. No thirty 
thousand men and women are so bigoted and narrow 
as her thirty thousand ministers.” “ The Churches, 
they are astern of all other craft that keep the intel- 
lectual sea.” “This scheme of theology ”—that of 


evangelical religion—“ stands in the way of man’s 
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progressive improvement. It impedes human prog- 
ress more than all the vices of passion, drunkenness, 
and debauchery; more than all the abominations of 
slavery.” And growing yet bolder, he exclaims, 
“The Christian Church has a false conception of God. 
Llts God ts a devil, and means damnation.” 

These discourses were among the last, as they were 
unquestionably the worst, of his printed slanders 
against Christianity. They have of course the fine 
phases of his natural religion, so-called, but these are 
flowers strewed: upon a corpse. The poor soul lies 
dead before you, void of humility, reverence, love, 
holiness. 

Only rarely afterward did he appear before the 
public, and then almost always dropping some word 
to suggest the fearful absence of the Holy Spirit. In 
his discourse on Franklin he did not shrink from com- 
paring the labors of John Adams to the energy of 
the Holy Ghost. And, as if this was not sufficient, 
the great tempter urged him to openly hold up to 
ridicule the awful warning of Christ against all in- 
tentional reflection on the Divine Spirit, in whose dis- 
pensation we are now working out our probation. 
He yielded to the dreadful temptation. In his last, 
or almost the last sermon he ever spoke, he dared to 
say, as the papers of that date reported and were not 
contradicted, ‘“ Many have been foolishly troubled 
with the question as to what the sin against the Holy 
Ghost consists in. For my part, I think the sin 
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against the Holy Ghost consists in men’s making bad 
whisky out of good rye, and women’s making bad 
bread out of good flour!” Turn to the terrible warn- 
ing against which this gibe is hurled, and without 
which we should not knew of the existence of this 
sin. “ Verily I say unto you, All manner of sin and 
blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blas- 
phemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven 
unto men. And whosoever speaketh a word against 
the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him: but whogo- 
ever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be 
forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the 
world to come.” Mr. Parker had spoken many 
words for many years against the Son of man. His 
last public word was a blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost. Would to God that it may have been so said 
as not to bring upon its poor, wicked utterer the 
righteous judgment of God. 

But you may say these profane words were repent- 
ed of. We hope they were, but no recantation ever 
reached the human ear. So far from it, the two lit- 
tle books published and written since he left Boston 
in search of his health, contain some of the worst @x- 
pressions that he ever uttered. In his Christmas tale 
he calls the incarnate Son of God a “ Hebrew peasant 


> and in his autobiography he lays, with great 


boy 3’ 
force of language, the falsest charges against the 
Church, utters the most awful profanities against the 


word of God and the Saviour of men. “I knew [I 
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had thoroughly broken,” he says, “ with the ecclesi- 
astical authority of Christendom. Its God was not 
my God, nor its Scriptures my word of God, nor 
its Christ my Saviour. Its narrow, partial, and un- 
natural heaven I did not wish to enter on the terms 
proposed, nor did I fear its mythic, roomy hell, 
wherein the Triune God, with his pack of devils to 
aid, tore the human race to pieces forever and ever.” 
Again he says, with an awful caricature of some of _ 
the most positive truths of the Bible: “In the eccle- 
siastic conception of the Deity there is a fourth per- 
son to the Godhead, namely, the Devil, an outlying 
member, unacknowledged indeed, the complex of all 
evil, but as much a part of Deity as either Father, 
Son, or Holy Ghost, and far more powerful than all 
the rest, who seem but jackals to provide for this 
roaring lion, which devours what the others but create, 
die for, inspire and fill.” And as if this were not 
enough, he closes his statement of doctrines with this 
terrible sentence: “I have certainly departed from 
the fundamental principle of the Catholics and Protest- 
ants, denied the fact of a miraculous revelation given 
exclusively to Jews and Christians, denied the claim 
to supernatural authority, and utterly broke with that 
vieariousness which puts an alleged revelation in 
place of common sense, and the blood of a crucified 
Jew, instead of excellence of character.” 

We have dwelt beyond the limits of your patience 
on the interesting and important topic before us. 
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Yet we cannot leave it without # few of the reflec- 
tions and applications which it imperatively demands, 

1. We learn from the career of this eminent man 
how surely error grows in the unsanctified heart by 
what it feeds on. Mr. Parker marches steadily on- 
ward in a course of doctrinal or intellectual error, 
and in a corresponding course of hardness and vin- 
dictiveness of spirit. He started with denouncing 
some ‘theoretical and some practical truths of the 
Gospel; he ended with denouncing the Bible it- 
self, and its Diyine Author. He ridiculed the inear- 
nation, the atonement, the resurrection of Christ, 
even the Holy Spirit of God. 

This willful blindness showed itself in increasing 
incapacity, for the highest spiritual, and even mental 
perceptions. His growing contempt forthe whole 
Bible, that matchless speech of God, is most marked 
and significant; and his increasing detestation of its 
divinest portions is equally significant. For instance, 
the Gospel of John, as every student of the Scriptures 
knows, is the most sublime, the most spiritual, the 
most divine of the Gospels, if not of all the books of the 
Bible. Yet Mr. Parker seemed utterly insensible to 
its rare qualities, which the least devotional scholar 
readily perceives. He speaks of it, always, in his 
later years, as the anonymous fourth Gospel, and 
heaped upon it his severest sarcasms ; and that be- 
cause this taught in its wonderful sentences, above 
all other books, the divinity of Christ, and the work 
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of the atonement.. His culture and taste were so 
blinded by his spiritual darkness, that they saw not 
the glorious sun shining from the highest heavens of 
the uncreated God, through those pages of infinite 
truth and tenderness. 

But his progress in error was surpassed by his 
progress in the spirit of error. When young his 
buoyant nature played lightly around the doctrines 
it advocated, fought gayly those it assailed. But as 
years and*their solemnities increased, as he found 
how wearisome the task of smiting down Christianity 
is, how it grows with every attack! Instead of con- 
fessing himself vanquished and submitting to the 
victor, he scowled upon it the more vindictively and 
hurled at it fiercer anathemas, developing most pain- 
fully, yet most indisputably, the harsh and bitter 
sentiments that ever grow in a powerless yet unsub- 
dued heart. 

How sadly does this career, beginning with the re- 
jection of the royal doctrine of Scripture—the Divin- 
ity of Christ, and ending with the loss of all revealed 
truths, exemplify the words of the great master of 
human speech : | 


“ The cease of majesty 
Dies not alone, but like a gulf doth draw 
What’s near it, with it. It is a massy wheel 
Fixed on the summit of the highest mount, 

. To whose huge spokes ten thousand lesser things 
Are mortised and adjoined, which, when it falls, 
Each small annexment, petty consequence, 
Attends the boisterous ruin.” 
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2. Another reflection that suggests itself is, that no 
attending acts of a philanthropic character can atone 
for vital errors in great spiritual truths and duties. 
Theodore Parker was undoubtedly an able advocate 
of some of the rights of man. He was an earnest 
enemy of slavery and some other social evils, though 
he arrived late on the field. But so have been other 
great infidels before him. Rousseau was.as zealous 
for the political and social rights of man, as he was 
against the sacred and eternal rights of God. Vol- 
taire was the father of the political no less than of 
the religious revolution in France; a wonderful 
preacher of democracy and liberty. Thomas Paine 
claimed, and not without some degree of justice, that 
he was the author of the American Revolution. 
His pamphlets did more to inflame and direct the 
public mind than the speeches of Adams and Henry, 
or the battles of Washington. So great was his fame, 
a national vessel was ordered by President Jefferson 
to convey him from Europe to our shores, an honor 
which he shares with Lafayette alone. Yet these 
are only remembered for their infidelity, because they 
labored more for the overthrow of Christianity than 
for the establishment of liberty. So will it be with 
Parker. The few sermons and speeches against the 
slave power, or in behalf of the poor and the outcast, 
will be lost sight of in the volumes upon volnmes 
which he has published against the Christian religion, 
its Author, its advocates, its inspired Oracle. He 
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was a religionist, and as such will he be remembered. 
He fought mainly with the Church; and the world, 
whose conscience is the Church, will revolt from 
him, deny him, forget him. He said among his last’ 
words: “I have preached against the errors of the 
ecclesiastic theology more than upon any other form 
of wrong, for they are the most fatal mischiefs in the 
land.” And these errors, he goes on to state, are the 
simple, fundamental truths of our holy religion: an 
inspired Bible, a divine Saviour, a helpless, sinful 
condition, that is in absolute need of that Saviour, a 
blessed salvation if we accept, a fearful doom if we 
refuse. For this life-long assault his memory will be 
held accountable. The name now spoken so rever- 
ently by many, so respectfully by all, will become 
more and more offensive to the religious sense of the 
world. “Wil est tritius,” says the wise Bengel; “zd 
est tritius quam qui vult divinus habert, ac non est :” 
“ Nothing is more despised than he who wishes to be 
called divine and is not.” His blameless private life, 
his deeds of study and charity, may save him from’ 
as abhorrent a fate.as has overtaken his only prede- 
cessor in this country.° Yet these cannot make his 
name as ointment poured forth; these cannot make 
it grow like that of Wesley or Edwards, of Luther or 
Fenelon, brighter and brighter until the perfect day. 
He will stand with Hobbes and Hume, with Celsus 
and Julian. Of him, alas! as of them, must pos- 


terity say, as the apostle was compelled to of some in 
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his day: “TI tell you, even weeping, he was an enemy 
of the cross of Christ.” This will.be on his tomb in 
the memory of men, whatever is written on the 
slab in the cemetery at Florence, whatever is written 
in the hearts of his admirers: “An enemy of the 
cross of Christ !” 

His friends have sought to compare him with 
Socrates. Such a comparison ought not to pass 
unchallenged. Socrates was a heathen, and yet: ever 
struggled toward the light that shines in the Gospel. 
Born with every privilege, with every obligation to 
deduce a system of religion from the light of nature, 
and with powers of mind for such a service that the 
world declares to be immeasurably greater than Mr. 
Parker’s, he steadily asserts the impossibility of such 
a work. He acknowledges man’s sin and God’s 
justice and holiness, and cries out for some divine 
word* whereon to sail across the dark sea of human 
life. He treats with the utmost tenderness the pop- 
ular religion, and dying, recognizes it as the best 
known, though a poor channel for human duty and 


* Tho ery of Plato for a divine word is on€ of the greatest testimonies 
to the need of a written inspiration found in human history. It is in 
the Pheedo, 85 d.: “‘ For one ought, with respect to these things, [relig~ 
ious things,] either to learn from others how they stand or to discover 
them for one’s self; or if both of these are impossible, then taking the 
best of human words, and that which'is the most difficult of refutation, 
and embarking on this as one risks himself on a raft, so to sail through 
life. But would that one could (et yy te dbvaito) go through more 
safely and with less risk on a stronger raft or some pivine WORD,” (éx} 


Adyov deiov Tlvoc.) : 
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divine mercy to meet and flow together. Socrates 
sought for the light in natural darkness; had he had 
Abraham’s vision, he would have had Abraham’s 
joy. He too would have been glad had he seen the 
day of Christ. But Theodore Parker saw that day, 
and was not glad; he stood under the central sun of 
Christianity, and was totally blind to its glory. He 
denied and abused the popular religion, though that 
was the direct and perfect truth of God. He died, 
not offering himself ‘a sacrifice to Christ, but with 
awful effrontery declaring His sacrifice to be but “the 
blood of a crucified Jew.” Socrates’ cell is filled with 
the roseate dawn of the coming sun of Christianity ; 
Parker’s chamber with the gray twilight, deepening 
into the starless midnight, of a hopeless infidelity. 

8. Again, we sec in this career the futility of con- 
tending with the truth of God. How are the mighty 
fallen, dnd the weapons of war perished! ‘Two years 
ago and the Church of God trembled before this 
Goliath of the Philistines. Great crowds followed 
hig steps and hung upon his lips; greater crowds 
read his clear, brilliant, forcible array of set words 
against. the truth as it is in Jesus. Multitudes of 
feebler minds repeated his vigorous sophistries, and 
the power of God seemed on the point of being 
weaker than man. Many years of like warfare 
seemed to be before him. The fatal maelstrom that 
had drawn so many into its returnless depths seemed 
to be destined to “boil and whirl and hiss in endless 
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torture,” and suck multitudes more of our youth 
fresh from their mothers’ knees, their fathers’ bene- 
dictions, into its fatal currents. “How are they 
brought into desolation as in a moment!” “How 
are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war per- 
ished?” None can, none dare handle those deadly 
weapons. His eulogists dare not indorse his senti- 
ments. They are silent on the things and thoughts 
he prized the most. They will not repeat his own 
words in his own pulpit. Mr. Phillips may pro- 
nounce him the greatest Christian minister in the 
land. He dare not call that Christ who is the 
fountain-head of all his true ministry “a Hebrew 
peasant boy,” as Mr. Parker did in the last work he 
ever published, on the birthday of that Emmanuel, 
and but a few months before his spirit stood before 
his awful bar. And as these weapons of war have 
perished so suddenly from the lips of living teachers, 
so will they perish from the hearts of multitudinous 
readers. There will doubtless still be infidels and 
infidelity; there will be those who deny the divinity 
and the atonement of Christ, who defame the Bible 
and the Church, and with these Mr. Parker’s writ- 
ings will have a measure of power, but over the 
great multitude they will soon cease to reign. Beau- 
tiful, eloquent, vehement as they are, they are not 
more beautiful nor eloquent than the essays of Hume 
and Bolingbroke, not more vehement than the 
pamphlets of Paine; yet only rare scholars read the 
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former, only a few coarse-minded, low-cultured 
scoffers the latter. Their weapons of war have per- 
ished. And while the Church finds its arms, being 
divine, ever fresh and powerful in the hearts of the 
King’s enemies, those enemies are ever driven to 
new weapons and tactics to resist the Church. We 
shall soon cease to hear of his disciples or his doc- 
trines, except as the continued union of the enemies 
of the Gospel may make them remember him as a 
once bold and earnest leader of their hosts. ‘No 
weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper ;” 
however keen its edge, polished its surface, or tem- 
pered its substance, however vigorously it has been 
wielded, it shall not, cannot prosper. It will hang 
rusty in the world’s armory, a painful evidence of 
the folly and weakness of that courage that vainly 
sought to overthrow God. 

We leave this great man, a poor sinner, in the 
hands of his loving God and Saviour. We have 
drawn his portrait honestly, we trust fairly ; we have 
aimed to “nothing extenuate, nor set down anght in 
malice.” His last hours were peaceful. There were 
no bands in his death, and his strength was firm. 
Yet these hours were not exultant, they were not 
especially hopeful. He only says, “You know I am 
not afraid to die.” He does not say with the enrap- 
tured Wesley, “The best of all is, God is with us.” 
He did not, with Payson, see the sun filling the 
whole heavens, as he was entering into that glory 
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which is above all created brightness. No visions 
filled those dying eyes, no such sight of Jesus stand- 
ing at the right hand of God as shone upon Stephen, 

“ As looking upward, full of grace, 

He prayed, and from a happy place 

God’s glory smote him on the face.” 
Let us leave him with his God.. If in heaven, he is 
there only through repentance and faith in the blood 
of Jesus Christ, and nothing does he so earnestly de- 
sire as that his works should not follow him. What- 
ever is his self-chosen seat, mid the blood-washed, or 
“without,” one thing is sure, his efforts, so earnestly 
and persistently made for the overthrow of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, will utterly fail. He is the first great 
man our culture has produced, who has set himself 
front to front with the Bible and the Son of God. 
Many such has the older and greater culture of Eu- 
rope seen among its unsanctified scholars. England 
has on the roll of her infidels the great names of 
Tlobbes and Bolingbroke, Gibbon and Hume, Ben- 
tham and Newman. Germany contributes names of 
equal power and fame; so does France. But this 
land, with all its sins, has been preserved from this 
shameful honor. Only one name, having any con- 
nection with America, Thomas Paine, towers above 
his fellows, “ by merit raised to that bad eminence ;” 
and he does not lift himself there through any air 
of scholarship or excellent authorship, but simply as ' 
a coarse leader of a vulgar mob. Parker stands be- 
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side the great infidels of Europe in culture, in power, 
in outward respectability of life and manners, in in- 
tense and increasing hatred of the Gospel of Christ. 
He is, therefore, the first great American infidel. 
We use the name with no reproachful intent;- it 
means only an unbeliever in the system of faith that 
was given by Christ—the Christian religion. No 
man ever rejoiced more over any weakness in any. of 
its teachers or professors, or attacked with more 
virulence its great central doctrines and duties. 

For this reason we should be careful how we hide 
from us the efforts of his life; we should remember 
that by speech and by the press, in his earliest and 
latest words, he opposed Christ and Him crucified. 
There is no room for any charity to stand neutral in 
such a contest. “If God be God, serve him; but if 
Baal, then serve him.” If we are following a cun- 
ningly devised fable, if we are trusting for salvation 
in “the blood of.a crucified Jew,” if we are confid- 
ing in a Bible “that is only a fetich, a.collection of 
heterogeneous books, united more by caprice than 
by any philosophic or historic method, in whose 
substance of thought no two of its writers are well 
agreed, and which furnishes an argument against 
every virtue ;” if such is our religion, then Jet us fall 
down and worship this great iconoclast, who has 
broken in pieces. our false gods and. built a nobler 
shrine for our devotions. But if not, if we can say 
to our Saviour, “ My Lord and my God ;” if we con- 
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tide in our Bible as a sure word of prophecy, a light 
that shineth in a dark place; if we know whom we 
have believed, and that he is able to keep that which 
we have committed unto him against that day ; if, in 
a word, Christ is God, and Christianity is divine, 
then never, never yield by any show of charity, 
which is a false charity, to any doctrine or teacher 
that rejects, with smiles or scowls, the Great Salva- 
tion. Though the love of many wax cold, though 
the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches 
choke the word, though multitudes give themselves 
up to abominable lusts that drown men in perdition. 
and destruction, though noisy gabblers of a grace 
they never felt are seeking to betray the Son of Man, 
the Saviour of man, with a kiss, may God make you 
faithful. Be as bold for Christ as this poor man was 
against him. Be as valiant for the truth as he was. 
for error. Be as full of deeds of charity, of words. 
of true and Christian reform, in all your life, as he 
was in his better moments. And then, when that 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord, who has the keys 
of death and hell, of death and heaven, shall sum- 
mon you to his presence, you will go boldly, not 
through a willful shutting of your eyes to his char- 
acter and claims, your nature and deserts, but with a 
full sense of God’s holiness and your sinfulness; you 
will also have such a sense of forgiven sin, of im- 
parted holiness, as shall make your step more light, 
and swift, and joyful the nearer you draw to him, 
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and give you at Jast an abundant entrance into that 
company which no man can number, who have 
washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb that was slain, who alone is 
worthy to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honor, and blessing, forever and 
ever. Amen. 


THE END. 
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